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Governor Warren 

Speech prepared by Governor Fuller Warren for delivery over 

a statewide radio hook-up from 8:00 to 8:30 P.M. EST., 
Monday, December 26, 1949 . 

MY FRIENDS: 

During this sacred season when we reverently celebrate an anni¬ 
versary of the birth of God’s own Son, it is well that we gratefully 
count our many blessings. 

The people of Florida are blessed with a climate the like of which 
is not to be found anywhere else in the world. 

We are protected, encouraged and sustained by a civilization 
which is largely the outgrowth of Christ’s tender teachings. We live 
in a land where the soul is held sacred and the person inviolate. 
We are citizens of a nation whose Declaration of Independence 
proclaims that all people are created equal, and endowed with 
certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. We are residents of a State where oppor¬ 
tunity awaits everyone. 

There are many happy people in Florida tonight who would be 
miserable had the Florida Legislature failed to do its duty. Tonight 
there are many people in this State who can give grateful thanks 
to certain members of the Florida Legislature (22 Senators and 
56 Representatives) who had the courage and the conscience to 
do their duty at a time when the easy—and weak—way was to shirk 
and duck their duty. 

It would be reverent and becoming for the 131,143 old folks, 
dependent children and blind people who received their full assist¬ 
ance check for December to kneel in prayer and thank God for the 
courageous and conscientious Senators and Representatives who 
made possible their full assistance checks. 

The 4,497 citizens of Alachua County who received assistance 
totalling $1,487,797.60 in 1949 can give thanks to Senator W. A. 
Shands and Representatives Gene Whitlock and Bob Black. Every 
student and professor at the University of Florida can also thank 
these men that the University is financed. 

The 615 citizens of Baker County who received a total of $203,- 
875.42 in assistance this year, and all their friends and relatives, 
can thank Senator J. Slater Smith, Jr., and Representative Bob 
Burnsed. 

The 2,432 citizens of Bay County who received $731,600.42 in 
assistance this year, and all their friends and relatives can thank 
Representatives Grady Courtney and Joe Mathis. 

Bradford County’s 1,103 citizens who received $354,608.44 in 
assistance this year can thank Representative J. P. Roberts. 

The 1,395 citizens of Brevard County who received $466,685.80 
in assistance this year, and all their friends and relatives can thank 
Senator Lloyd Boyle and Representatives O. L. Burton and Roy 
Roberts. 

The 2,522 citizens of Broward County who received $643,076.04 
in assistance this year can thank Senator George Leaird and Repre¬ 
sentatives John Burwell and Ted David. 

The 1,046 citizens of Calhoun County who received $311,024.63 
in assistance this year can thank Representative Emory Bridges. 

Charlotte County’s 240 citizens who received $98,174.88 in assist¬ 
ance this year can thank Senator William J. Ray and Representative 
Leo Wotitzky. 

The 742 citizens of Citrus County who received $259,474.82 in 
assistance this year can thank Senator Joseph E. Johnston and 
Representative L. C. Yeomans. 

Clay County’s 588 citizens who received $211,188.60 in assist¬ 
ance this year can thank Senator J. Slater Smith, Jr., and Representa¬ 
tive Sam D. Saunders. 

The 1,711 citizens of Columbia County who received $562,216.60 
in assistance this year can thank Representative F. W. Bedenbaugh. 

Down in Dade County, where 7,549 of our elderly citizens, 
dependent children and blind persons received $2,548,514.52 in 
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assistance this year, thanks are due Senator R. B. (Bunn) Gautier 
and Representatives William C. Lantaff, George Okell and Grant 
Stockdale. 

The 11,924 citizens of Duval County who received $4,037,812.54 
in assistance this year can thank Senator John E. Mathews and 
Representative Mabry Carlton. 

Escambia County’s 6,410 elderly citizens, dependent children and 
blind persons who received $1,824,021.94 in assistance this year 
can thank Representative R. M. (Bob) Merritt. 

The 231 citizens of Flagler County who received $84,347.34 in 
assistance this year can thank Representative H. T. Cook. 

Franklin County’s 561 citizens who received $201,316.80 in 
assistance this year can thank Senator Luther Tucker and Repre¬ 
sentative Bryant Patton. 

The 2,176 citizens of Gadsden County who received $675,371.22 
in assistance this year can thank Representative E. W. Scarborough. 

The 140 citizens of Glades County who received $51,017.54 in 
assistance during the past 12 months can thank Senator James W. 
Moore and Representative Joe H. Peeples, Jr. 

Gulf County’s 474 elderly citizens, dependent children and blind 
persons—and all their relatives and friends—can thank Representa¬ 
tive George G. Tapper for the $147,433.12 in assistance they re¬ 
ceived this year. 

Hamilton County’s 857 citizens who received $266,115.02 in 
assistance this year can thank Senator G. Warren (Bobby) Sanchez 
and Representative J. W. McAlpin. 

The 784 citizens of Hardee County who received $294,781.92 in 
assistance this year can thank Senator James W. Moore and Repre¬ 
sentative Dick Williams. 

Hernando County’s 458 citizens who received $163,265.72 in 
assistance this year—and all their friends and relatives—can thank 
Senator Joseph E. Johnston and Representative S. Travis Phillips. 

In Highlands County, where 846 elderly citizens, dependent chil¬ 
dren and blind persons received $284,065.54 in assistance this 
year, their thanks are due Senator James W. Moore and Repre¬ 
sentative Edna Pearce. 

And the 1,768 citizens of Holmes County who received $553,- 
555.18 in assistance this year can thank Representative J. D. Heath. 

Indian River County’s 590 recipients of assistance, which totaled 
$193,841.84 this year, can give thanks to Senator Evans Crary and 
Representative Alex MacWilliam. 

(Continued on Page 29) 
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County Commissioners 


Adopts Secondary Road Program 



Chairman Alfred A. McKethan and Senator Mathews, Duval County. 


County Commissioners, represent¬ 
ing nearly all of Florida’s 67 counties, 
gave unanimous and enthusiastic ap¬ 
proval to Gov. Fuller Warren’s plan 
announced by the State Road Depart¬ 
ment to give a local voice in all sec¬ 
ondary road selections. 

County attorneys and State Legis¬ 
lators, present with the commissioners 
at the meeting in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives chamber at the State Capi¬ 
tol, added their endorsements. 

The new plan, announced for Gov. 
Warren by Chairman Alfred A. Mc¬ 
Kethan, gives county boards, for the 
first time, the right to designate roads 
on which all county road funds will be 
spent. 

Counties retain the right to use as 
they wish the 20 per cent proceeds 
from both the old two cent gasoline 
tax surplus and from the new alloca¬ 
tion of 20 per cent of the “seventh 
cent” tax on gasoline. 

A net gain to the counties, there¬ 
fore, is the right to designate for con¬ 
struction all roads to be built with 80 
per cent of the surplus, 80 per cent of 
the “seventh cent” gasoline tax and 



Harry Stringfellow, President of County 
Commissioners Association. 


Federal funds for secondary and 
“farm to market” roads. 

Heretofore the State Road Depart¬ 
ment has had the control over the 80 
per cent gasoline funds. 

Gov. Warren’s administration will 
spend better than $250 million on 
roads in Florida during the next three 
years. 

He has urged Chairman McKethan 
to push those projects will do most to 
make travel in Florida safer. He has 
insisted that such projects as the $40 
million Duval County express high¬ 
way and bridge project be hurried 
along, pointing out that it will do 
much to save lives of travellers com¬ 
ing into Jacksonville and headed for 
other places in the State. 

The Warren road plan is the largest 
and most comprehensive highway pro¬ 
gram in the history of Florida. It not 
only anticipates the spending of $65 
million of State and Federal funds in 
the Road Department budget but also 


the borrowing through the Florida 
Improvement Commission of many 
more millions through the media of 
revenue certificates to build other 
worthwhile road and bridge projects. 

“I am determined that highway 
and bridge projects which mean a 
safer Florida will be pushed along 
and have so informed my Road De¬ 
partment chairman,” the Governor 
said. 

The new county plan not only turns 
over to the counties the guiding 
power over those funds and Federal 
aid funds but also the surpluses un¬ 
spent to the credit of the counties on 
the books at the beginning of the 
year. 

After discussion, in which several 
prominent county commissioners 
praised the plan and expressed their 
gratitude to the Road Department, a 
vote was taken and the plan was en¬ 
dorsed without a single dissenting 
vote. 
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View of meeting in House Chamber. 


Then on motion of J. Henry Blount, 
Jacksonville, county attorney of Duval 
county, the commissioners and attor¬ 
neys rose in a body in a rising vote of 
thanks to Chairman McKethan and 
his colleagues on the State Road 
Board. 

The meeting was opened by Chair¬ 
man McKethan, who explained that 
the purpose was the opposite of that 
of taking over any power from the 
counties—but to give them more au¬ 
thority. 

“This plan of Gov. Warren’s is to 
take rural Florida out of the mud and 
sand,” he declared. 

Park Campbell, Miami, county at¬ 
torney of Dade county, read the re¬ 
port compiled following a meeting 
of the Board of Directors of the State 
Association of County Commissioners 
at a special meeting December 9, in 
Tallahassee, with Road Department 
officials. 

J. Ben Fuqua, member of the House 
of Representatives, county attorney of 
Manatee county, and president of the 
State County Attorneys Association, 
spoke in appreciation of his colleagues 
in the Legislature who provided that 
the seventh cent of gasoline tax be 
returned to the counties for highway 
purposes. Heretofore the proceeds 


of that tax have gone into the state’s 
General Revenue fund—an allocation 
that has been generally opposed by 
highway users as an unfair diversion 
of revenue extracted from one class 
of taxpayer. 

Fuqua presented J. Lewis Hall, 
Tallahassee, attorney of Leon county, 


as largely responsible for the drafting 
of the legislation. 

Hall said the plan presented 
marked the first time that the Florida 
Road Department has offered, in a 
spirit of cooperation with the counties, 
to relinquish its control over the 80 
per cent funds—without depriving the 
county commissioners of any voice in 
the use of the 20 per cent funds. 

“Heretofore there has been no 
standard or uniform policy on the use 
of Federal funds for secondary road 
construction. It has been difficult 
to obtain information even on where 
these funds would be spent. 

“No power is given up by the coun¬ 
ty commissioners,” he said, “only the 
Road Department surrenders power. 

“With the allocation of gasoline tax 
funds to the counties by the 1949 leg¬ 
islature, this plan provides for a re¬ 
duction of county taxes for highway 
purposes, more miles per dollar of 
expenditure, and more effective use 
of Federal aid funds.” 

Chairman McKethan explained 
that each County Commission would 
have an opportunity to consider the 
details of its local situation before 
passing a resolution to put the pro¬ 
gram into effect. 

A poll of the Indian River county 
(Continued on Page 33) 


Scene at the chicken dinner at the Tallahassee Maintenance Yard. 
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Florida Power Investors Host 


Florida's Governor Fuller Warren and Chairman 
Alfred McKethan of the State Road Department gave a 
warm welcome last month to the outstanding group of 
investment bankers, insurance company executives, 
security analysts, financial editors, and writers touring 
this state as guests of the Florida Power Corporation. 

In one of the most sparkling addresses of his career, 
Governor Warren welcomed the bankers to Florida at 
the large barbecue held at Anthony Farms just north of 
Ocala on Sunday, December 4th. Giving an individual 
mention to each of the guests, the governor introduced 
by President A. W. Higgins of Florida Power, exuded a 
warmth and friendliness that completely captivated the 
bankers while he extolled the great progress Florida has 
made and the potentialities of its industry, agriculture, 
citrus, and tourist economy of the future. 

Seated at the speaker's table with President Higgins and’ 



Pres. J. llillis Miller, University of Florida, addresses the 
hankers in the Student Union Center on the campus, Gaines¬ 
ville. 


the governor were Mrs. Warren, Alfred McKethan and 
W. M. Palmer of Ocala, a director of Florida Power. 

The bankers' tour was one of the most notable events 
in the business history of Florida, as it gave this state 
Nation-wide publicity and afforded an opportunity for 
this group of financial leaders to see the economic fac¬ 
tors that make this state such a fertile field for invest¬ 
ments. 

President Higgins and 14 top officials of Florida Power, 
typically arrayed in smart white suits and yachting caps, 
went to New York to welcome the company's distinguished 
guests aboard the “Florida Power Bankers’ SDecial"— 
11-car special Seaboard train that brought the entourage 
to and from the “Sunshine State.” On arrival at Gaines¬ 
ville where the train was met by an additional group of 
Florida Power personnel, the bankers then boarded three 
new Greyhound buses to begin their “working tour” of 
Florida's industrial, agricultural, and tourist attractions 
as well as Florida Power properties and installations. 



A. W. Higgins, president of the Florida Power Corporation, 
welcomes Governor Warren and his wife to a banquet given 
in honor of a group of investment bankers who toured the 
state last month. 

An enjoyable combination of business and pleasure 
was fashioned by Mr. Higgins in his directorship of the 
tour. The first stop for the bankers was at the 50,000 
KW Inglis plant on the Gulf Coast then to the beautiful 
Anthony Farms just north of Ocala where Governor Fuller 
Warren and his wife joined the guests for a real Southern 
barbecue. Following the lunch, Governor Warren gave 
a rousing address of welcome to the bankers. The party 
continued to Silver Springs where, as guests of Ray and 
Davidson, the bankers enjoyed the world famous glass- 
bottom boat tour of the springs. 

After spending the night at Sanford, the 37,500 KW 
George Turner plant on the St. Johns River was inspected 
and the party then journeyed to Plymouth where as guests 
of the Minute Maid Corporation, they saw how citrus 
concentrates and new citrus by-products were being 



H. R. Cloud, vice president and general manager of Minute 
Maid Corporation at Plymouth, explains the processing of 
citrus concentrates to a group of the visiting bankers. 
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The bankers hear a Florida Power Corporation employee ex¬ 
plain the equipment of a large generating plant visited on the 
tour. 



Gov. Fuller Warren chats with Chairman Alfred McKethan of 
the State Road Department at the barbecue served the bankers 
at Anthony Farms. 


produced. In Winter Park the bankers met many central 
Florida dignitaries at a buffet luncheon served in Florida 
Powers new Winter Park division garage. Continuing 
cn south, the party ended the day near Bartow in an in¬ 
teresting tour of Noralyn Mine, the world’s largest phos¬ 
phate mining operation which is owned by International 
Minerals and Chemical Corporation. 

Returning to the special train at the mine the bankers 
then spent the night in Tampa, boarding the buses the 
next morning for their trip to Pinellas County. The first 
stop was at the huge plant of the Victor Chemical Works 
where they saw Florida phosphate reduced to elemental 
phosphorus and were shown the many every-day items in 
which this product is being used. After a memorable 
show of deep-sea diving by sponge fishermen at Tarpon 
Springs and a dinner in one of the famous Greek restau¬ 
rants of that city, the bankers were then taken to the 
Tides Bath club where they went swimming in the Gulf 
and enjoyed a fashion show. 

The final banquet was held in the Soreno Hotel in St. 



The bankers view the huge plant of the Victor Chemical Works 
at Tarpon Springs. 
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Petersburg and was attended by over 300 guests. The 
last event of the tour was an inspection of the 53,500 KW 
St. Petersburg plant of Florida Power Corporation and a 
brief trip about the city of St. Petersburg. The bankers 
then boarded the special train for their return trip to New 
York amid a rousing sendoff by Florida Power personnel 
and leading citizens of The Sunshine City. 

Deeply impressed by their views of Florida’s industrial 
and agricultural progress, the bankers have expressed 
strongly their convictions that this state has a great eco¬ 
nomic future. This tour, the first of its kind ever under¬ 
taken by any Florida private enterprise, gave the state 
priceless publicity not only through the bankers them¬ 
selves, but through the press, Life Magazine (December 
19) and various financial publications of the country. 


WARREN AS A SALESMAN 

By R. N. DOSH 

Editor Ocala Star-Banner 

Governor Fuller Warren qualified as a super-salesman 
for Florida Sunday, Dec. 4, when he stood in the auction 
pit of the big sales barn on the James Norris Anthony 
Farms and clicked off Florida’s advantages before a 
group of some ninety Northern and Eastern bankers and 
insurance executives. 

The setting was perfect. It was a beautiful day. The 
bankers and insurance men had just come from a long 
automobile tour beginning on the university campus at 
Gainesville and which took them to the Gulf Coast, 
where they viewed the big generating plant of the Florida 
Power Company at Inglis, stopping on the way to An¬ 
thony Farms to see Carl Rose’s Rosemere stock farm, 
where thoroughbred racing horses are being raised. 

They had just been served a barbecue spread in true 
Southern hospitality style, and they were relaxed and 
content, on a sightseeing holiday that promised much of 
entertainment and amusement. 

Taking advantage of all these circumstances, Florida’s 
(Continued on Page 31) 
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Governor’s Safety Council Reactivated 


TALLAHASSEE - Florida - the 
safest state in the nation in which to 
live, work and travel. 

That is the aim and the slogan of 
the recently reactivated Governor’s 
Safety Council, organized by Gov. 
Fuller Warren a short time ago. 

The Governor’s Safety Council has 
offices in room 308, Caldwell Build¬ 
ing. 

Henry Balch, former editorial direc¬ 
tor and vice president of Orlando 
Daily Newspapers, Inc., was named 
acting executive director of the Coun- 



Hennj Balch 


Gov. Warren has asked to serve on 
his Executive Committee Walter L. 
Hays, president of the Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce; James L. 
Knight, president of the Associated 
Dailies of Florida, Russell Kay, secre¬ 
tary of the Florida Press Assn., W. 
Wright Esch, president of the Florida 
Association of Broadcasters, and 
Balch. The Governor himself will act 
as chairman. 

Asked to serve on the Advisory 
Committee were: Maxwell Wells, De¬ 
partment Commander, American Le¬ 
gion, Orlando; James L. Knight, Presi¬ 
dent, Associated Dailies of Florida, 
Miami; W. E. Ellis, President, Florida 



Walter L. Hays 

HAYS PRAISES SAFETY 
PLANS OF GOVERNOR 


The preliminary moves to reactivate and 
vitalize the Governors Safety Council have 
been sound and will go far toward making 
Florida the safest state in the U. S. in which 
to live, work and travel, Walter L. Hays, 
president of the Florida State Chamber of 
Commerce, said in Orlando, Wednesday, 
January 4th. 

“The State Chamber has been working 
toward the creation of such a Council for 
years and Gov. Fuller Warrens program 
comes close to being the ideal setup,” Hays 
said. 

“Information as to the causes of accidents 
of all sorts is necessary before any real cor¬ 
rective measures make sense and that is 
what the Governor is aiming toward . 

“His order to the Road Department telling 
that organization, which will spend $250 
million during the next three years of the 
Warren administration, to give highways 
which will help the cause of safety top 
priority makes sound good sense,” Hays 
said. 

“I am delighted to serve on the Executive 
and Advisory committee of the Governor s 
Safety Council and I believe much good 
will be accomplished by this non-political, 
Statewide undertaking.”—Orlando Morning 
Sentinel. 


Bankers Association, Ocala; Mrs. 
Edith McBride Cameron, President, 
Florida Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, Gainesville; A. P. Michaels, 


President, Florida Engineering So¬ 
ciety, Orlando; James A. Harper, 
President, Florida Federation of La¬ 
bor, West Palm Beach; Mrs. A. T. 
MacKay, President, Florida Federa¬ 
tion of Women’s Clubs, Orlando; Ed¬ 
ward Rood, President, Florida Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, Tampa; D. 
Lee Powell, President, Florida League 
of Municipalities, Miami Beach, and 
A. P. Cooke, President, Florida Press 
Association, Plant City. 

Earl Eastwood, Editor, Bradenton 
Herald, Bradenton; James L. Beards¬ 
ley, Managing Editor, Clearwater Sun, 
Clearwater; Halle Cohen, Jackson¬ 
ville; Brady Johnston, Jacksonville; 
Harley DeLoach, Jacksonville Beach; 
Walter J. Conlon, Jacksonville; Walter 
L. Hays, President, Florida State 
Chamber of Commerce, Orlando; Mrs. 
Polly Rose Balfe, Homestead; H. M. 
Stringfellow, President, State Asso¬ 
ciation of County Commissioners, 
Pineland; Trenton Collins, District 
Governor, Florida District of the Ad¬ 
vertising Federation of America, 
Tampa. 

Leland Corey, Governor, Civitan 
International, Florida District, Or¬ 
lando; Leonard Usina, Governor, Ki- 
wanis International, Florida District, 
Miami; Leo Brooker, President, Peace 
Officers Association, Inc., Lakeland; 
Gus Dorr, Miami; Paul Thomas, Gov¬ 
ernor, Optimist International, 4th Dis¬ 
trict, Miami; W. Wright Esch, Presi¬ 
dent, Florida Association of Broad¬ 
casters, Daytona Beach; Robert E. 
Duckworth, President, Florida State 
Exchange Club, Orlando; Virgil M. 
Newton, Jr., Managing Editor, Tampa 
Morning Tribune, Tampa; Sam Butz, 
Managing Editor, Florida Times- 
Union, Jacksonville, and Ben Fields, 
Associate Editor, Orlando Morning 
Sentinel, Orlando. 

R. N. Dosh, Managing Editor, Star- 
Banner, Ocala; George Storer, Miami 
Beach Sun, Miami Beach; Steve Yates, 
Managing Editor, Tallahassee Demo¬ 
crat, Tallahassee; Carl Hanton, Fort 
Myers News-Press, Fort Myers; Har¬ 
ris Sims, Editor, Lakeland Ledger, 
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Lakeland; Lee Hills, Managing Edi¬ 
tor, Miami Herald, Miami; Norvin 
Veal, Jacksonville Journal, Jackson¬ 
ville; L. P. Artman, Editor, Key West 
Citizen, Key West; Paul Davis, Man¬ 
aging Editor, St. Petersburg Indepen¬ 
dent, St. Petersburg, and Henry Hud¬ 
son, Titusville Star-Advocate, Titus¬ 
ville. 

Louie Wadsworth, Suwannee Dem¬ 
ocrat, Live Oak; Oscar Johnson, Clay 
County Crescent, Green Cove Springs; 
Russell Kay, Secretary, Florida Press 
Association, Tampa; Tom Harris, 
Managing Editor, St. Petersburg 
Times, St. Petersburg; Henry H. 
Schulter, Jr., Editor, Winter Haven 
News Chief, Winter Haven; A. Bev 
Baker, Editor, Palatka News; Palatka; 
Marion T. Gaines, Editor, Pensacola 
News Journal, Pensacola; David B. 
Lindsay, Editor, Sarasota Herald, 
Sarasota; Hampton Dunn, City Edi¬ 
tor, Tampa Times, Tampa, and Harris 
Powers, Editor, Jacksonville Journal, 
Jacksonville. 

Hoke Welch, Editor, Miami Daily 
News, Miami; J. A. Ryder, President, 
Florida Trucking Association, Inc., 
Miami; Loring Raoul, Florida Farm 
Bureau Federation, Sarasota; Carl 
Gray, Mayor, Panama City; J. Ken 
Ballinger, Tallahassee; Allen Morris, 
Tallahassee; Henning Heldt, Miami 
Herald, Miami; Howard Hartley, St. 


Petersburg WSUN, St. Petersburg; 
James Massey, Jacksonville Journal, 
Jacksonville; Charles Hesser, Miami 
Daily News, Miami, and Morty Fried¬ 
man, St. Petersburg Times, St. Peters¬ 
burg. 

John Kilgore, Tallahassee; John J. 
Schuman, Editor, Vero Beach Press 
Journal, Vero Beach; Mrs. Marie 
Holderman, Editor Cocoa Tribune, 
Cocoa; Clarence Bracey, WHOO, Or¬ 
lando; John T. Bills, Herald Radio, 
Miami; Robert R. Feagin, WPDQ, 
Jacksonville; Owen F. U r i d g e, 
WQAM, Miami; Mrs. Ruth Braden, 
WBSR, Pensacola; A. B. Letson, 
WCNH, Quincy, and Frank Pepper, 
WTNT, Tallahassee. 

L. E. Jackobson, WDHL, Braden¬ 
ton; John M. Spottswood, WKWF, 
Key West; George Robinson, WSUN, 
St. Petersburg; Charles E. Davis, 
WWPG, Palm Beach; Welton W. 
Jones, Jacksonville; and John W. Mc¬ 
Donald, Jacksonville. 

The Safety Council offices swung 
into action in a hurry. 

Before Christmas letters went out 
from the Governor to every Florida 
Mayor, sheriff, constable, justice of 
peace and other traffic and peace of¬ 
ficers. 

Their complete co-operation with 
the program was asked and the re¬ 
sponse has been rapid and whole¬ 


hearted, indicating that Florida of¬ 
ficials everywhere realize that “safety, 
like freedom, is everybody’s job.” 

In a dramatic statement Gov. 
Warren urged a concentrated drive to 
save lives on the highways of Florida 
over the holiday season. 

“Florida had a holiday season 
marred by blood last year,” the Gov¬ 
ernor said. “There were 88 persons 
killed on the highways in December, 
1948 and 75 during January, 1949. 
This terrifying record should serve as 
a grave reminder as we approach 
Christmas of 1949. 

“During the Christmas season I 
urge the Mayors, the Chiefs of Police, 
the Florida Highway Patrol, the 
Sheriffs and the Constables of the 
State to enforce traffic laws as sternly 
as possible to help reduce the useless 
slaughter of travelers which mars all 
of our holiday seasons,” the Governor 
said. 

“There has been a lot of talk about 
safety drives and councils in the past 
but far too little action. The Gover¬ 
nor’s Safety Council now being orga¬ 
nized will be a full-time, hard-hitting 
organization consecrated to the high 
aim of making Florida the safest State 
in which to work, live and travel. 

“The most careful driver must real¬ 
ize that an accident can happen to him 
(Continued on Page 32) 
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NORTHWEST FLORIDA 

THE MANY FINE HIGH¬ 
WAYS CONSTRUCTED IN 
THIS SECTION DURING 
RECENT YEARS HAVE 
MADE THE UNSURPASSED 
WHITE SAND BEACHES OF 
THE GULF OF MEXICO 
EASILY ACCESSIBLE. 
THEIR DEVELOPMENT IS 
PROCEEDING AT A RAPID 
RATE. 

GULF POWER COMPANY 

"Serving Northwest Florida" 
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Road Builders’ Page... 


By JOHN A. LONG 

In the November “Road Builders’ 
Page,” it was promised that a further 
report on the Fall Highway Confer¬ 
ence of the American Road Builders’ 
Association would be included in this 
month’s page. And after having had 
several weeks to mull over the views 
expressed in that meeting, this ob¬ 
server has come to the conclusion 
that the most startling impression to 
be gained was that despite a general 
unanimity of opinion regarding the 
serious condition of the nation’s high¬ 
ways and the need for vast, continu¬ 
ing expenditures if our highway 
transportation system is not to fall 
to pieces, there is a great diversity 
of strong convictions as to what needs 
to be done, and how to go about its 
doing. 

For the first time in this writer’s 
experience with the aims and objec¬ 
tives of the national highway pro¬ 
gram, there is an evidence of official 
uncertainty and lack of the sure guid¬ 
ance of highway policy that has been 
the splendid example of federal lead¬ 
ership in the past thirty and more 
years of Federal-aid. 

Coupled to this disturbing impres¬ 
sion were the strongly divergent view¬ 
points expressed at the Tuesday 
round-table conference, expressed by 
representatives of organizations so 
potent in our national life, that the 
ordinary listener was inclined to won¬ 
der if the highway program could 
withstand the struggle so plainly fore¬ 
cast in an effort to reconcile the con¬ 
flicting ideas and theories which were 
advanced. And if all of these diver¬ 
gent ideas on the course of future 
federal highway policy are presented 
to the congressional highway com¬ 
mittees when Congress convenes 
again this month, it is almost inevita¬ 
ble that the whole question of fed¬ 
eral aid for highways will be re¬ 
examined and quite possibly some 
new basic policies created which will 
not square with the generally accept¬ 
able and non-political formulae of the 
past. 

Some observers feel that a good 


case can be made for a wholly new 
basis for distribution of federal-aid 
secondary road funds among the 
states, taking into account the wide 
differences in resources, needs and 
the present state of local road devel¬ 
opment and administration. As one 
writer puts it, “What appears to be 
largely lacking so far is a coherent 
and satisfactory statement of the 
claim of local roads to some degree 
of federal support.” This point is 
strongly argued by generally accepted 
authorities on highway administration 
who are not subjected to political 
pressure from the strong local gov¬ 
ernmental agencies. 

The effect of these differences will 
be direct on this State, as well as 
every other state in the union. How¬ 
ever, due to our place among the 
states, by reason of population, cli¬ 
matic and strategic conditions, both 
civil and military, it is safe to assume 
that whatever may be the outcome 
of impending plans and legislation, 
Florida will profit in the general ar¬ 
rangement as well as any state may 
expect. 

Fortunately, the State Road De¬ 
partment is in a position to finance a 
progressive program. The provision 
of the seventh cent of gas tax for 
county and secondary state road use 
has relieved considerable strain on 
the Department in providing funds 
for the primary and strategic federal- 
aid routes and the principal state 
roads and bridges. The plan for dis¬ 
tribution and use of the .02c gas tax 
surplus and the .80% of the seventh 
cent gas tax, which has been evolved 
by the State Road Board and en¬ 
thusiastically approved by the County 
Commissioners of the State, will, if 
administered with any degree of 
vision and tact, prove one of the most 
important and progressive steps ever 
taken by the Florida department. 

The justice and equity of the four¬ 
way division of the funds: by area, 
population, mileage of local roads 
and by equal division, insures a shar¬ 
ing of these funds by mathematical 
precision, subject to change only by 


population changes. Such a division 
does away with the threat of “pork- 
barrel” splits or political juggling. It 
also provides an assured and calcula¬ 
ble source of funds in coming years, 
which can be planned against and 
budgeted for realization of the plans. 

The State Road Department is los¬ 
ing no time in implementing this plan, 
and the coordination of its division 
engineers with the County Commis¬ 
sioners in the various Divisions in 
December, to select and plan improve¬ 
ment of the secondary roads and 
bridges in the various counties, 
should prepare the way and facilitate 
the task of the State Road Board 
when it meets to set up the tentative 
budget, this month. In all events, 
the way the Road Department, under 
Chairman McKethan’s guidance, is 
setting up the policies and adminis¬ 
tration of the secondary or county- 
aid system, calls for the highest com¬ 
mendation and admiration. There is 
only one serious handicap to this plan, 
as well as to the whole Departmental 
procedure, and that is the lack of 
sufficient qualified engineers and 
planners, and trustworthy and experi¬ 
enced inspectors. This condition is 
directly traceable to the inability of 
the Department to meet the competi¬ 
tive salaries paid by private industry, 
and the insecurity of state road de¬ 
partment employment. This condi¬ 
tion is grave, and can either stymie 
organizational growth and efficient 
and economical administration, or re¬ 
sult in poor and expensive construc¬ 
tion. Our state road officials should 
recognize this handicap and make 
every effort to relieve it. And in 
this effort they should have the full 
support of every citizen, for the 
quality of Departmental organization 
will unfailingly be evident in every 

mile of road built. 

# * $ 

Mr. H. X. Eschenbrenner, president 
of the Universal Concrete Pipe Com¬ 
pany, has announced the appointment 
of Mr. C. Ray Wilhelm as south¬ 
eastern division manager of that com¬ 
pany’s operation. Mr. Wilhelm’s ter¬ 
ritory will embrace the states of Ala¬ 
bama, Florida, Georgia and Tennes¬ 
see, and he will make his headquar¬ 
ters in Atlanta. 
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TODAY 

Down On The Keys— 

Florida’s Different Life— 
Everybody Should Go. 

By MARTIN ANDERSEN 
(Orlando Sentinel-Star) 

THEN this column is niiss- 

” ing from the paper, you can gen¬ 
erally bet your bottom dollar that we 
are down on the Florida Keys trying 
to hold onto a bone fish. 

Everybody in Florida ought to visit 
the Keys at least once a year. To us 
it is the world’s most enchanting, most 
beautiful place. It is the most exotic 
spot in the State, totally different 
from any other part of Florida and 
its people too are a colorful lot who 
seem more friendly. Perhaps because 
they realize they are isolated, away 
down at the tail-end of creation and 
they had better be nice to one an¬ 
other and stick together just in case 
of a hurricane or whatever other 
trouble which may come. 

a # a a 

ATR. BUD SCHULBERG, the hard- 
hitting young author who 
jumped to fame with What Makes 
Sammy Run?, a delightful story of 
Hollywood, takes his pretty blond 
wife and his two children to the Keys 
at least once a year, and has paid 
his tribute to the sun-drenched strip 
in a recent Holiday Magazine article. 
Listen to Mr. Schulberg: 

“Just 50 miles south of Miami, south 
of Ciro’s and Minsky’s, south of Mil- 
ton Berle, Sophie Tucker and the 
tassel dancers, south of the plushy 
hotels that form an elegant border 
to what Philip Wylie calls ‘the pol¬ 
luted waters of Biscayne Bay,’ south 
of mink coats over bathing suits, south 
of the Syndicate, south of the gigolos 
and the sun-tanned ladies on the 
prowl, a scant 50 miles south of 
America at its gaudiest lies a hundred- 
mile string of semi-tropical islands 
so different from Miami—or from any 
of the Florida resorts—as to seem, if 
not another world, at least another 
country in another time.” 

That is the country of the Florida 
Keys. 

SIGNS ARE EVERYWHERE. Key 
West visitors have little chance to get 
lost on trips. 
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TT IS BEDECKED with such in- 
triguing names as Jewfish, Upper 
and Lower Matecumbe Creek. Have 
you ever heard a more resonant word? 
. . . Plantation Key, Whale Harbor, 
Key Largo, Snake Creek, Islamarado, 
Tavernier, Marathon and further on 
down, Dry Tortugas. 

There are bridges seven miles long 
and 60 feet high, running along the 
strip with the Atlantic Ocean on one 
side and the Gulf of Mexico on the 
other ... As Curt Stanton, the big¬ 
gest man ever to come out of Key 
West (that is, physically speaking) 
cracks wise: The longest street in the 
world runs from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the Atlantic Ocean in Key West 
and yet, it is the worlds shortest 
street. 

There are more bridges per mile 
generally on the Keys than any other 
place in the universe . . . And they 
are generally lined with fishermen, 
night and day ... It is not infrequent 
that speeding cars, racing to the tip 
of the strip, which is Key West, bump 
fishermen into Kingdom Come as the 
anglers, excited over their catch, back 
away from the rails and into the on- 
rushing cars crossing the bridge. 

4 * a * 

A AR. JOHN D. PENNEKAMP, 

Miami Herald associate editor, 
and head of the Florida Board of 
Parks, got all excited recently and 
crusaded for a clean-up of the jooks 
and little cabarets with their honky- 
tonk atmosphere. 

He wants to rescue the Keys from 
these so-called exploiters for the tour¬ 
ists who are more likely to appreciate 
“the spectacular marine grandeur.” 

We believe we are a member of 
Mr. Pennekamp’s board, but we beg 
to differ with him. 

We don’t know about the honky- 
tonk atmosphere ... We guess it must 
be down there, too . . . But we would 
hate to see the State raze Rattlesnake 
Mike’s smoked fish house or try to 
quiet down the noisy nickelodeon 
which plunks out Western numbers 
for fans in the Green Turtle Inn, the 
like of which we have never heard 
before. 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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Lake County 1949 Development... 


Lake County’s development program 
broke all records of the past several years 
with a total of $36,010,829, according to the 
annual development facts just compiled and 
released by the Lake County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The citrus industry, of course, accounted 
for by far the largest proportion of the in¬ 
come of this county with more than $12,- 
500,000 reaching the pockets of citrus grow¬ 
ers for the orange, grapefruit, and tangerine 
crop, in spite of the fact that growers re¬ 
ceived low prices a large part of the year. 

Five Thousand Acres of Grove 
Surprisely, there have been 5,010 acres 
of new citrus grove set in Lake County in 
1949 at an average cost of $350 per acre 
for clearing, fencing and setting, a total of 
$1,753,500. 

This is in addition to 15,000 acres of 
grove that have been set in this county since 
1941 or a total of more than 20,000 acres 
of new and young grove. When this acre¬ 
age comes into bearing Lake County will 
be second rather than third in bearing citrus 
acreage among the counties of Florida. 

There are ten citrus canning and concen¬ 
trate plants in this county which put a high 
percentage of our fruit in cans both in sec¬ 
tions and juice and marmalades and jams 
consume another considerable portion which 
leaves less citrus than in past years to find 
a market as fresh fruit. 

Lake County accounts for one-third of 
all the fresh fruit express shipments from 
Florida, which sold more than $1,000,000 
worth of citrus fruit during the past season 
and this industry is growing rapidly. 

Watermelons and Vegetables 
During the year 6,500 acres of new land 
was brought into cultivation in Lake County 
for the production of watermelons, vege¬ 
tables, etc., at a cost of $1,950,000 for clear¬ 
ing, fencing and preparing the land. Water¬ 
melons brought $650,000 into the pockets of 
the growers of this county and winter vege¬ 
tables an additional $1,000,000 including 
celery, peppers, tomatoes, etc. 

Ferns and Ornamental Plants 
The production and marketing of ferns 
in this county brought a half million dollars 
to the growers while ornamental nurseries 
added another $100,000 to the agricultural 
revenue of the farmers and nurserymen. 

Livestock and Poultry 
Livestock brought $200,000 to the stock- 
men while milk and other dairy products 
added $175,000 and the poultry industry 
brought nearly $75,000 more to the grow¬ 
ers. Bee growers sold more than $5,000 
worth of honey. 

Federal Funds 

Farmers and citrus growers in Lake 
County were paid $72,000 for soil conserva¬ 
tion practices last year. 

Utility companies expended $150,000. 


Manufacturing and Tourists 

While Lake is distinctly a rural county 
and does not have or hope to have extensive 
industrial development outside of that re¬ 
lated to agriculture and does not cater to 
the usual type of tourists who come to 
Florida, more than two million dollars in 
revenue was produced through the indus¬ 
tries of the county and winter visitors added 
$1,500,000 to the revenue of the county 
and its communities. 

Lake County with its 1400 fresh water 
lakes, lovely hills, beautiful waterways, ex¬ 
cellent highways and attractive towns, has 
much to offer the winter visitor from the 
North who enjoys wholesome outdoor life, 
fishing, boating and motoring. 

New Buildings 

The construction of new buildings in¬ 
cluding many residences in the rural area, 
outside of incorporated towns, totaled $4,- 
115,829 in 1949 and the program of con¬ 
struction of homes and other buildings goes 
steadily forward. 

Real Estate Sales $9,269,500 

During 1949 a number of huge grove 
transactions took place in this county, when 
many large properties changed hands. Total 
sales of groves in 1949 in Lake County were 
$7,897,500, a record year. 

Other real estate sales during the year 
totaled $1,372,000 making a grand total of 
$9,269,500. 

Summary 

To summarize the activity in Lake County 
for which information has been gathered 
from seventeen communities, whose director 
in the county commercial organization re¬ 
ported promptly to the office in Tavares the 


activities for the past 12 months show: 

Citrus _$12,500,000 

Grove sales _ 7,897,500 

Other sales _ 1,372,000 

Building _ 4,115,829 

Manufacturing _ 2,000,000 

New farm land _ 1,950,000 

New citrus acreage _ 1,753,500 

Tourists _ 1,500,000 

Winter vegetables _ 1,000,000 

Watermelons__ 650.000 

Ferns and ornamental plants_ 600,000 

Livestock _ 200,000 

Dairy and dairy products _ 175,000 

Utilities _ 150,000 

Poultry _ 75,000 

Federal funds _ 72.000 

Honey _ 5,000 


Total _ 336,010,829 


Leesburg Leads 

Leesburg in its report filed by W. M. 
Wells, secretary of the chamber of com¬ 
merce, led the county in new building, re¬ 
pairs, remodeling, etc. in 1949 with a total 
of $1,267,132. Bulking largely in this pro¬ 


gram was the enormous investment of the 
Minute Maid Citrus Concentrate company 
in their new plant. Two thousand acres of 
new land have been brought into cultiva¬ 
tion in the Leesburg area and more than 
one quarter of a million dollars of orange 
groves and farm property have been sold. 
The largest single transaction was the sale 
of the Starke’s Ferry farm. An additional 
$200,000 of homes and property, other than 
farms and citrus groves, have been sold. A 
$65,000 wing has been added to the Baptist 
Church, permanent families have been es¬ 
tablished in Leesburg and a furniture fac¬ 
tory organized and operating. 

Nearly a Million at Eustis 

Eustis was second in its program of con¬ 
struction and development among the towns 
of Lake County in 1949, according to a re¬ 
port from a committee of the Eustis Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce including D. R. Igou, Roy 
Sampke, G. A. Pierce and Mrs. Selma 
Pearce, secretary of the chamber of com¬ 
merce. Total construction including new 
buildings, repairs, remodeling, etc., in 1949 
was $963,797. Among the most important 
buildings were two super markets, the 
Bowron building, Florida Power sub sta¬ 
tion, the drive inn theatre and a new res¬ 
taurant. One hundred thousand dollars 
worth of citrus groves changed hands and 
$150,000 in other real estate transactions. 
Leading in the plans for the new year are 
a $30,000 swimming pool, and youth center, 
an armory, post office, building of modern 
trailer park, $100,000 Baptist Church and 
education building, a new disposal plant 
and lighting of the baseball field. 

Mount Dora Third 

Mount Dora was third among the towns 
of Lake County in its development this 
year as reported by Mrs. Betty Siess, secre¬ 
tary of the chamber of commerce, showing 
that $765,000 has been expended in new 
building, repairs, remodeling, etc., included 
in which are the Tyre Packing plant $40,000, 
the Citrus Culture addition $20,000 and the 
M & R Super Market. Grove sales were 
$80,000 while other real estate transactions 
totaled $54,000, one of the largest sales was 
the Club Rudo $41,000. Other interesting 
developments were $10,000 expended for a 
bowling club house, tennis and shuffleboard 
courts, schools improvements and public 
building improvements. Projected for the 
new year is a $100,000 sewage plant. 

Clermont Does Well 

Clermont as reported by H. C. Brown, 
shows $275,000 expended in new building, 
repairs, remodeling, etc., including the very 
modern Publix Super Market. Eight hun¬ 
dred new acres of citrus groves have been 
set, 320 acres being planted by C. E. Brad¬ 
shaw. A total of $3,000,000 in sales of 
grove and farm property were made during 
the year including $2,000,000 of the R. D. 
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Keene, Lake County property. Other tran¬ 
sactions in the Clermont area were $175,000 
including 2000 acres for pasture land. The 
county board of education is selecting a 
location for a new high school building, a 
new packing house will be built and addi¬ 
tions to the Pomona Products company to 
process concentrates and the citrus pulp feed 
mill are in store for early in the new year. 

Umatilla Exceeds $200,000 
A total of $218,000 was expended in the 
Umatilla section for new buildings, repairs, 
remodeling, etc., for the year including an 
annex to the First Baptist Church $25,000, 
an elaborate new electric lighted plant 
nursery involving $25,000 according to re¬ 
port of Henry Self, town clerk. Two hun¬ 
dred acres of new citrus land was brought 
into cultivation, and 1000 acres of water¬ 
melon land. Total citrus grove sales were 
$120,000 and other real estate sales $50,000. 
One of the interesting developments of the 
year in the Umatilla section is the Geiger 
Stock Farm. 

Tavares Exceeds $200,000 
Tavares had new construction totaling 
$215,750 as reported by F. E. Hancock, 
secretary of the local chamber of commerce 
included in this was a $10,000 home. Real 
estate transactions exceeds $75,000. Truck 
farming and general farming play an im¬ 
portant part in the development of the 
county seat town. 

Groveland Does Well 
Groveland had $99,000 worth of new 
construction according to report by M. L. 
Roberts. Eight hundred and fifty acres of 
new citrus groves were set in this section, 
1000 acres of land brought into cultivation 
for watermelons and other farming. Sales 
of orange groves exceeded $500,000. Other 
real estate transactions totaled $80,000. 

Groveland received a great lift in its de¬ 
velopment program in 1949 with the open¬ 
ing of the People’s Bank of Groveland on 
Wednesday, October 26. The officers of 
this newest financial institution in Lake 
County include: President J. S. Fairchild, 
Executive Vice President of the Winter 
Garden First National Bank; First Vice 
President George J. White, President of the 
First National Bank of Mount Dora and a 
Director of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Atlanta; Second Vice President and Cashier, 
J. E. Fairchild. Beside the three officers, 
the directors are: Charles J. Anderson, C. 
E. Busbee, L. D. Edge, C. V. Griffin of 
Howey, L. Neal Smith of Montverde, Ralph 
Nash of Mascotte, Peter Micheloni and Wm. 
S. Sheets of Groveland. 

An important development being made is 
the concentrate plant in addition to the 
citrus juice plant and feed mill. A new 
citrus packing house will begin operation 
soon after the first of January. 

Astatula Growth 

Astatula as reported by O. W. Smith has 
had a good growth and development during 
the year. Some $35,000 worth of orange 
groves have changed hands, 350 acres of 
new lands has been brought into cultiva¬ 


tion, two acres of white sand beaches have 
been pumped up out of the lake, the old 
Howey .bridge will be abandoned for the 
new bridge from Howey to Lane Park. 
Extensive watermelon plantings are being 
made and a community church building is 
in course of construction. 

Ferndale section of Lake County con¬ 
tinues to be the center of the citrus and 
vegetables area, according to report of Carl 
E. Henderson. New houses have been built 
as quarters for the workers of Pasco Fruit 
company holdings in this section. 

Fruitland Park had about $20,000 in new 
construction this year as reported by K. W. 
Hanson. Some $40,000 in real estate sales 
of homes and other property. 

Grand Island had $25,000 of new con¬ 
struction as reported by Henry L. Bayless, 
60 acres of new citrus groves have been set. 

The beautiful Howey section of Lake 
County had $54,800 in new construction this 
year as reported by Art H. Benzee including 
$29,000 in a new community church build¬ 
ing. Two hundred acres of new citrus 
groves have been set. $244,000 of orange 
groves have been sold, while $34,500 
worth of other real estate transactions have 
been taking place including one business 
place which sold for $19,200. The new 
bridge across Lake Harris will be under 
construction early in the new year and will 
cost $500,000. 

Lisbon has had $16,000 in new construc¬ 
tion including the $12,000 Haines Creek 
Fishing Camp, as reported by G. R. Gast- 
field and 150 acres of new land has been 
brought into cultivation. 

Minneola Progress 

Minneola has had substantial progress 
during the year as reported by A. L. George, 
new buildings reported at $13,700. 800 

acres of new citrus land been brought into 
cultivation and 600 acres cleared for water¬ 
melons. Grove sales in the Minneola area 
totaled $2,750,000 including a large portion 
of the R. D. Keene property. Other real 
estate sales totaled $37,000. The opening 
of the unused citrus loading bins to be 
operated by the Vaccum Foods and new 
citrus packing house to be built by John 
Campbell are phases of the development of 
this area. 

Montverde Has Good Year 

There has been $70,250 in new construc¬ 
tion in Montverde including more than 
$12,000 expended by the Whirler-Glide 
Mower company in doubling their factory, 
and improvements at the Montverde School. 
125 acres of new land has been brought 
into cultivation. $769,000 worth of orange 
grove sales have been made including 650 
acres of Pine Island sold by R. D. Keene. 
Other real estate transactions total $18,500. 
The most important development for the 
town during the year has been the doubling 
of the Whirler-Glide Power Company plant, 
a 5 acre planting of papayas which is the 
largest acreage this side of Frostproof, 25 
acres of additional truck farming land has 
been cleared by J. A. Carpenter, and the 


STATE CITRUS MEN 
PRAISED BY GOVERNOR 

Growers’ Support of Code Has 
Brought Prosperity, Warren 
Declares 

Growers of Florida citrus were 
thanked January 5th by Gov. Fuller 
Warren for helping to create the 
“greatest and soundest citrus pros¬ 
perity in the history of the industry. 

“Prices today reflect the soundness 
of the quality 1949 citrus code which 
the growers helped to write, promote, 
legislate and put into action despite 
repeated legal attacks,” the Governor 
said. 

“Newspaper stories from big auc¬ 
tion centers and editorials in Florida 
newspapers during the past week 
have hailed the code and its taste test 
principles. 

“There is no doubt that it took the 
fighting support of the majority of 
honest thinking growers in Florida 
to put this program across. I want 
to publicly thank them for. their faith 
and help in creating the greatest and 
soundest citrus prosperity in the his¬ 
tory of the industry. 

“Returns thus far this season have 
more than paid for the long months 
of fighting and wrangling it took to 
put the code into action. With its 
proven success I am hopeful that the 
industry is on the road to permanent 
prosperity. 

“Many months ago Senators Claude 
Pepper and Spessard Holland and I 
issued a joint statement aimed to help 
the Florida Citrus Mutual get on its 
feet. I am hopeful today that this 
organization, now apparently in the 
strongest position of its brief history, 
also will contribute something to 
make the permanent prosperity of the 
Florida citrus industry secure.” 


December 16—In an opinion to the State Board of 
Conservation the Attorney General held that the 
board would be acting within the scope of its 
statutory and constitutional power to fix the size 
of salt water trout which may be lawfully taken, 
by rule and regulation, lawfully promulgated and 
adopted, and by such rule to provide for the en¬ 
forcement of its determination. 049-592 

Montverde School is making a slash pine 
planting. 

Yalaha had $16,000 of new construction 
including three dwellings as reported by 
Stanley James. 300 acres of new citrus 
groves have been set, several new homes 
are to be built in the near future and other 
developments in the Yalaha area. 
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Mystery Tree of Florida 


(See Front Cover) 

The “Giant Oak” at Highlands 
Hammock State Park continues to be 
the Mystery Tree of Florida. It is 
located in a nature-made wonderland 
of 3,800 acres, 6 miles from Sebring, 
off the famous Orange Blossom Trail, 
U. S. Highway No. 27, to State Road 
No. 634. 

Botanists disagree on whether it is 
a laurel oak or a live oak or a hybrid 
oak. 

Huge burls at its base attest to 
great age, estimated to be more than 
800 years old, if the rings can be any 
indication on how long it has weath¬ 
ered the storms of life. 

The son of the Roebling family, 
famous engineers and steel builders, 
as a memorial to his parents, under¬ 
took at a cost of some $10,000 to in¬ 
sure continued life to this aged oak. 

And so this tree, which had been 
standing in the hammock more than 
300 years before Ponce de Leon first 
saw Florida in 1513, now is embracing 
within itself forty tons of concrete 
and yards of steel bolts which are 
the gauze and the sutures of its re¬ 
incarnation. While this work was in 
progress, the cavity in the base of 
the tree was large enough to cover 
twelve grown men. 

A great deal of difficulty has been 
experienced in identifying this ancient 
oak, since its days of producing acorns 
are almost ended and its branches are 
so high. A few acorns can be found 
under it, but they are usually of sev¬ 
eral varieties and probably were 


By CAROL H. BECK 

Botanist, Florida Park Service 

brought there and dropped by squir¬ 
rels and blue jays. 

The tall shape of the tree indicates 
it may be a laurel oak, even though 
its leaves have the gloss, color and 
texture of a live oak. Its bark is 
rougher than the bark of a laurel oak; 
but smoother and lighter in color than 
the bark of a live oak; and darker 
and rougher than the bark of a water 
oak. It probably never was a spread¬ 
ing tree, but one that towered over 
other trees of the forest. 

It is thirty-six feet in circumference 
at the base; and thirty-one feet in 
circumference, with a diameter of 7.9 
feet, at four and one-half feet from 
the base. At ten feet above the base, 
its circumference is 18.6 feet with a 
diameter of 5.9 feet. Today, it is 
about 100 feet high, but may have 
been taller in the prime of life sev¬ 
eral hundred years ago. 

While some botanists deny the ex¬ 
istence of hybrid oaks, many believe 
in hybrids. Probably this mystery 
tree is a splendid example of a laurel- 
live oak tree. Many botanists, who 
visit it, seem satisfied to call it a laurel 
oak, while others are sure it should 
be called a live oak. 

Perhaps the mystery oak of High- 

LARGEST & SAFEST IN FLORIDA 
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. . . Deep Sea Fishing . . . 
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lands Hammock does not need to be 
identified, but deserves a name all of 
its own — an “Ancient Oak.” 

Age is due a few wrinkles even in 
a tree. 
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S. R. D. Operations Report 



Interior view of SRD mobile machine shop used in bridge maintenance. 


Maintenance — Heavy Bridge 

By E. C. DeGarmo 

The Heavy Bridge Maintenance consists 
of three complete units, each unit com¬ 
prising of one foreman, one welder, one 
burner and two steel erectors. Each unit is 
supplied with the following equipment: One 
mobile machine shop complete; mounted 
on trailer, one crane hoist, one auxiliary 
truck, one house trailer and one carry all. 

The object of these units is the repair and 
maintenance of steel bridges throughout the 
state. The regular maintenance depart¬ 
ments are not equipped for this type of 
work and it is more economical to have these 
units working out of a central location under 
direct supervision. 

The major jobs completed by these units 
this year include: 

Hobe Sound Bridge—Underpinning west 
pier, using mud jacks. 

Memorial Bridge, Palatka — Remodeling 
roadway plates and replacing wooden deck 
with steel grid deck. 

Kissimmee River Bridge—Rebuilding cen¬ 
ter pier with steel cradle. 

Indian River Bridge, Vero Beach—Under¬ 
pinning center pier, using mud jack. 

Steinhatchee River Bridge—Moving by 
truck and erecting steel spans from Scott’s 
Ferry in West Florida to Steinhatchee. 

Suwannee River, Luraville — Removing 
steel spans across Suwannee River at Lura¬ 
ville. 

Bridge of Lions, St. Augustine—Installing 
steel grid deck. Replacing broken trunion 
shaft. 

Indian River Bridge, Titusville—Installing 
stiffeners on both pinion shafts. 

New Pass Bridge, Sarasota—Installing new 
machinery beams. 

Elmo Acosta Bridge, Jacksonville—Install¬ 
ing new tee beams on super structure, (all 
work done at night so no traffic delay). 

South Bridge, Ft. Pierce—Installing new 
wedge shafts. 

Roosevelt Bridge, Stuart—Installing new 
anchor bolts in concrete pier for trunion 
shaft bearing. 

Jupiter Inlet Bridge, Jupiter—Rebuilding 
points and heels on both leaves. 

West Bay Bridge, Panama City—Replacing 
steel columns on super structure damaged 
by boat striking span. 

Barrington Bridge, Pensacola — Installing 
cover plates to protect machinery. 

Ringling Bridge, Sarasota—Installing all 
new machinery, beams and shafts as old 
ones rusted out. 

Parker Bridge, Lake Park—Installing steel 
grid decking. Repairing storm damage, 
building and placing dead men, installing 
cables and turnbuckles, moving south pier 
to free draw span. 

Victory Bridge, Chattahoochee—Replacing 
main trunion shafts. 


Carrabelle River Bridge, Carrabelle—Re¬ 
building roadway plates for new bridge 
decking. 

North Bridge, Ft. Pierce—Replacing center 
pin bearing. 

John’s Pass Bridge, St. Petersburg—Re¬ 
placing machinery beams and lateral braces. 

Woods Bridge, Jupiter—Installing gear box 
and machinery for electric motor. 

Rice Creek Bridge, Palatka — Installing 
steel grid decking. 

Oklawaha River Bridge, Ocala—Installing 
machinery for electric motor. 

Courtney Campbell Causeway, Tampa— 
Repairing damage caused by fire. 

Owensboro Overpass, Dade Citv—Build¬ 


ing and placing steel false work under over¬ 
pass so concrete piers can be replaced, also 
raising slabs to original elevation. 

Banana River Bridge, Cocoa — Raising 
three spans to original elevation by jacking. 
(Storm damage.) 

Mather Bridge, Eau Gallie—Lengthening 
east end draw span five feet to provide 35 
foot channel clearance. 

Dunn’s Creek Bridge, Satsuma—Installing 
steel grid deck. 

New Smyrna Bridge, New Smyrna—Re¬ 
building under carriage. 

Due to the mobility of these units they 
have been able to move from one location 
to another with the minimum of lost time. 
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View of SRD mobile machine shop used to facilitate repairs of many of the state 
maintained bridges. 


The Orlando office schedules the work in 
advance for these units and except for un- 
forseen emergencies, materials are ordered 
and delivered in advance of the starting of 
the project. It is our hope to supplement 
these three units with one more as soon as 
the proper personnel and equipment can be 
secured, because our steel bridges are get¬ 
ting older, deteriorating faster and in need 
of more and more repairs. 

Division of Research and 
Records 

Inventory and Mapping 

Office: Concentration on routine work 
continued in order to close out the records 
of 1949 work and be in position to prepare 
all required annual reports as early as pos¬ 
sible. This includes work on State and 
County maps, straight line diagrams, bridge 
index maps, municipal platts, urban area 
maps, road and bridge tabulations, etc. 

Maps and other data were prepared for 
another increment to increase the Federal 
Aid Primary System. Work also continued 
in the development of the Secondary System. 

Special maps and charts were made for 
road signing operations. 

Field: The Field Engineers kept current 
with completed construction inventories and 
continued to contact counties and munici¬ 
palities to check up on additions and ad¬ 
justments to county road and city street 
mileages. The latter work was completed 
in the first and fourth Divisions and reports 
submitted to the Tallahassee Office. 

Aerial Mapping: The long awaited maps 
and descriptions outlining the Delimited 
Unincorporated Urban Compact Areas ad¬ 
jacent to Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, St. 


Petersburg and Tampa were received from 
the Census Bureau. This information will 
permit the resumption of work on maps of 
Dade, Duval, Hillsboro and Orange Coun¬ 
ties. 

Final review is now being given to the 
maps of Calhoun, Hernando and Palm Beach 
Counties. The Collier County map manu¬ 


script is in the field for map completion and 
road inventory. 

A review of 1949 mapping indicates a 
progress completion of 28 per cent for the 
entire mapping program. In the past year 
6,798 square miles were mapped. 

Traffic Section 

Signs and Signals: Twenty-four field in¬ 
vestigations were made and eleven reports 
were written. 

We are having difficulty keeping pace 
with the ever increasing number of requests 
for traffic control investigations with present 
personnel. This condition is expected to be 
improved in the near future by increasing 
the personnel and enlisting the services of 
our division field men. 

Improvement Record on State Maintained 
Roads: These records were brought up to 
date as of November 1, 1949. Tabulations 
were made showing estimated costs of High¬ 
way Improvement at Critical Locations, ar¬ 
ranged in order of priority of need. These 
tabulations were submitted to the Division 
Engineers to assist them in preparation of 
the 1950 Budget. 

Continuing Traffic Survey: The Fall 
cycle of the Traffic Survey was completed 
during the month and all equipment was 
checked and put in order preparatory to 
starting the Winter cycle on January 3, 1950. 

Cost Accounting and Finance 

Road Life Section: The routine opera¬ 
tion of this Section consisted of recording 
cost records of construction and mainte¬ 
nance by Road Sections, assigning section 
and job numbers, and historical records on 
all construction operations for every section 
of the State Maintained System required by 


View of one of the pieces of heavy hauling equipment used by the SRD in transporting 
material used in bridge work. 
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the Bureau of Public Roads for the develop¬ 
ment of Road Life Studies. 

Special tabulations were prepared to assist 
in developing the Secondary System of 
County roads. 

Finance Section: In addition to the 
routine monthly Finance Reports plans were 
laid to begin the compilation of the various 
Annual Reports required by the Bureau of 
Public Roads. 

In the past the report by Counties on 
motor vehicle licenses has been delayed 
awaiting the completion of the report by the 
Motor Vehicle Commission. This Section 
is making a special effort this year to pre¬ 
pare this report from the records of the 
Commission so that the report can be sub¬ 
mitted to the Bureau of Public Roads at a 
much earlier date. 

Traffic Division 

Our activities continue routine—quoting 
rates to the Purchasing Division and supply¬ 
ing rate data on which to estimate antici¬ 
pated cost of projects. 

On the bids opened at Miami on Novem¬ 
ber 15th based on the revised scale of rates 
effective June 27th of this year the De¬ 
partment was benefited to the extent of at 
least $33,000.00, divided approximately 
$8,500 on cover material and at least 
$25,000 on limerock. These figures were 
determined by applying an average reduc¬ 
tion of 10 cents per ton in the rates on 
limerock and approximately 25 cents per 
ton reduction in the price of hardrock. 
These figures are conservative. 

Uniform Class Rate Case: The Interstate 


Commerce Commission has released a sup¬ 
plementary order in the Uniform Class Rate 
Investigation. In this latest order the Com¬ 
mission has proposed a new scale of class 
rates which in a measure is predicated upon 
the original Appendix 10 Scale increased 
60 per cent. This increase reflects the suc¬ 
cessive increases authorized by the Com¬ 
mission since June 30, 1946. 

The Commission has allowed thirty days 
within which to analyze this latest scale in 
the light of our present knowledge of the 
proposed Uniform Classification and has 
allowed an additional twenty-five days 
within which to submit rebuttal data. It 
is anticipated that the new Uniform Classi¬ 
fication will be submitted around the first 
of the year and until one knows the revised 
classification ratings as finally established 
by the Uniform Classification Committee 
it will not be an easy task to determine just 
what effect this substantially increased class 
rate scale will have upon traffic. I am pre¬ 
paring an exhaustive study of the situation 
and will submit it to you sometime during 
the month of December. 

Changes In Rates: Many of our freight 
rates today are in a state of flux due to the 
efforts railroad management is now making 
to restore lost tonnage to the rails and to 
try to hold what they have. A substantial 
reduction in the rates on canned goods was 
recently put into effect and the question of 
a revision downward in the rates of lumbei 
is now before the Executives of the South¬ 
ern Lines. On top of this the necessity for 
trying to fit the new class rate scale and 
uniform classification into our present rate 


structure gives one the feeling that he 
should make a reservation with Dr. Therrell. 

Rights-of-Way Division 

In 1949, the Right of Way Division re¬ 
ceived two hundred and fifty five maps on 
State and Federal Projects. Borrow pits, 
ditches, storm sewers et cetera, were con¬ 
solidated with the various right-of-way maps; 
also over 400 modifications and changes 
were made on the various right-of-way 
maps which were submitted to the State 
Highway Engineer for approval. 

One hundred and thirty three location 
maps were prepared. The Division’s Right- 
of-Way Agents negotiated with the various 
counties and municipalities in which projects 
were located for the execution of Right-of- 
Way Contracts. 

During the year, three thousand four hun¬ 
dred and forty three instruments have been 
prepared by the Divisions Abstractors. The 
Right-of-Way Agents in whose territories 
the projects are situated have cooperated 
with the counties and municipalities in ac¬ 
quiring the necessary right-of-way. 

The Attorneys of the Right-of-Way Divi¬ 
sion have assisted various County Attorneys 
in preparing and trying condemnation suits 
on over four hundred parcels of land. 

Division of Tests 

A report covering the major activities for 
the division of Tests for the month of De¬ 
cember 1949 is as follows: 

Cement amounting to 5,387 bbls. was 
tested and inspected at the source, while a 
total of 55 tests were made on individual 
samples consisting of 11 chemical analyses, 
9 alkali determinations and 35 complete 
physical tests. 

Mixing water for concrete required six 
chemical analyses and three physical tests. 

Fine aggregate required 44 complete tests, 
and 50 individual tests consisting of seven 
gradings, seven elutriations, 33 organic im¬ 
purities and three specific gravities. 

Coarse aggregate required a total of 412 
individual tests consisting of 365 gradings, 
four specific gravities, 24 unit weights, four 
absorptions and 15 abrasions. 

Concrete cylinders numbering 518 were 
tested for compressive strengths. 

A total of seven concrete mixtures were 
designed and furnished Project Engineers 
for use on various State projects. 

Five concrete cores were drilled from the 
completed pavement to determine if it met 
the requirements for thickness and com¬ 
pressive strength. 

Guard rail posts totalling 382 were in¬ 
spected, tested and stamped at the source. 

Two samples of brick were tested com¬ 
plete. The tests on these samples required 
measurement, compressive and flexural 
strength, and the absorption test. 

Concrete culvert pipe in the amount of 
13,639 lineal feet was tested, inspected and 
stamped at the source. 

23 samples of corrugated metal pipe were 



SRD hoist truck used in placement of pilings and lumber on many of the SRD main¬ 
tained bridges. 
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tested to determine if they met the require¬ 
ments for gauge and spelter. 

44 individual tests were made to deter¬ 
mine if concrete pipe met the requirements 
for the per cent absorption. 

Reinforcing steel consisting of 174,060 
lbs. was tested and inspected at the source, 
while 37 individual samples were given the 
complete physical tests. 

Limerock samples required 1,322 tests, 
consisting of 1,315 chemical analyses and 
seven gradations. 

Paints and varnishes required 54 individu¬ 
al tests consisting of ten pigment and vehicle 
determinations, four volatile matter, ten pig¬ 
ment analyses, 14 weight determinations, 12 
drying time, two toughness and two viscos¬ 
ities. 

The tests on bituminous materials num¬ 
bered 467 consisting of 250 viscosities, 128 
penetrations, 29 bitumen solubles, 8 distil¬ 
lations, 11 flash points, 2 losses, 9 specific 
gravities, 5 softening points, 10 ductilities, 5 
insoluble in benzol, 5 coke residues, and 5 
creosote distillations. In addition to the 
above 5 emulsified asphalt samples were 
tested complete, consisting of 3 Grade EA-3 
and 2 Grade EA-4. 

8 samples of mineral filler were tested to 
determine if it conformed to specifications 
for gradation. 

Mineral aggregates required 102 individ¬ 
ual tests, consisting of 51 fine aggregate 
gradations and 51 coarse aggregate grada¬ 
tions. 

The tests on bituminous pavement speci¬ 
mens numbered 46, consisting of 23 density 
determinations and 23 thickness tests. 

Bituminous mixtures required a total of 
126 tests consisting of 62 extractions, 62 
gradings, and 2 hubbard-field stability tests. 

A total of two bituminous mixtures were 
designed and furnished Project Engineers 
during the past month. 

Joint filler consisting of two samples of 
premoulded cork were tested complete. 

Soil samples required a total of 691 tests, 
consisting of 39 gradings, 39 sand, silt and 
clay determinations, 429 bearing values, 39 
liquid limits, 39 plastic indicies, 17 centri¬ 
fuge moisture equivalents, 17 field moisture 
equivalents, 16 volumetric changes, 16 lineal 
shrinkage, 16 shrinkage limits, 16 shrinkage 
ratios and 8 Proctor tests. 

During the past month representatives of 
this Division inspected 6850 lineal feet of 
piling and 141,998 FBM lumber before 
treatment, and 6850 lineal feet of piling and 
130,064 FBM lumber during and after treat¬ 
ment. 

Five transport tanks used in transporting 
bituminous materials to SRD projects and 
two distributors were calibrated by this Di¬ 
vision. The Department will be reimbursed 
$115.29, which represents the actual cost 
of the 5 transport calibrations. 

Representatives of this Division traveled 
1,667 miles to make 508 base and pavement 
thickness determinations, and 494 roadway 
determinations, and straight-edge and tem¬ 


plate 19.4 miles of road to see that it com¬ 
plied with the Department’s specifications. 

Field Engineers from this Division trav¬ 
eled 4067 miles and assisted in designing 
and controlling bituminous mixtures at Jack¬ 
sonville, Miami, Chiefland, Bartow and Ft. 
Lauderdale. 

An investigation was made to determine 
if the Hyster Grid Roller would compact 
8 inch limerock base (single course) suffi¬ 
ciently to meet the density requirements. 

This Division handled the properly author¬ 
ized testing for Project 1500-102, which 
consists of the following materials and their 
respective costs for testing: One laboratory 
coarse aggregate gradation, $2.75; one lab¬ 
oratory complete physical test on fine ag¬ 
gregate, $13.75; cement tested at the source, 
1150 bbls., $35.88; 21 concrete cylinders 
tested, $36.75; fine aggregate tested at the 
source consisted of 17 gradations, $42.50 and 
17 organic impurities, $29.75; coarse aggre¬ 
gate tested at the source consisted of 14 
gradations, $38.50; 50.385 tons of steel 
tested and inspected at the source, $17.63; 
and one complete test on sample of pre¬ 
moulded cork joint filler, $6.50. The total 
cost of this testing amounts to $224.01, for 
which the General Auditor will be furnished 
an itemized statement to be submitted to 
Pinellas County for reimbursement to the 
Department. 


SOUTHEASTERN MEETING ON 
MAINTENANCE, EQUIPMENT AND 
ROADSIDE DEVELOPMENT 
By R. C. Bannerman, Jr. 

The Maintenance Meeting of the 
S.A.S.H.O., held in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
December 1 and 2, 1949, was conducted 
under the guidance of Mr. F. J. Russell, 
State Maintenance Engineer of Mississippi. 


CRYSTAL ICE WORKS 

BARTOW ♦ FLORIDA 


The Committee held open discussion for the 
two days with different ones from the com¬ 
mittee leading the various discussions. The 
following subjects were followed as an out¬ 
line throughout the meeting: 

1. “Economical Size Limits for Various 
Types of Maintenance Equipment.” Mr. 
W. A. Kratzert, State Maintenance Engineer, 
Florida, presiding. 

2. “Pros and Cons in Regard to Certain 
Types of Heavy Maintenance Work Being 
Done by Contract.” Mr. B. W. Davis, Engi¬ 
neer of Maintenance, North Carolina, pre¬ 
siding. 
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3. “Bridge Inventory, Records and In¬ 
spection.” Mr. A. Reese Harvey, Chief, 
Planning Survey, Alabama, presiding. 

4. “Special Permits for Overweight and 
Over-Dimension Loads on State Highways.” 
Mr. J. A. Kennedy, Road Design Engineer, 
Georgia, presiding. 

5. “Shoulder Maintenance—Fertilization 
of Earth Shoulders.” “Converting Old 
V-type Downhill Ditches to Contour Type.” 
“Soil Fertility Tests as Applied to Main¬ 
tenance.” “Maintenance of Roadside 
Parks.” “Public Utilities with Reference to 
Trees on the Highways.” Mr. F. J. Russell, 
State Maintenance Engineer, Mississippi, 
presiding. 

6. “Use of Radio by State Highway De¬ 
partments.” Mr. W. K. Beckham, State 


equipped with a 6-ft. blade. Florida was 
one of the few states making use of a trailer 
mowers. By using the trailer mower, two 
6-ft. cuts are obtained instead of one, and 
at a lower cost as the trailer mower is less 
expensive than the tractor. Also, the trailer 
mower can be placed on steep fills and 
banks where the tractor cannot operate at 
all. 

Both the small portable centerline units 
and the large centerline truck units are popu¬ 
lar in all of the states. However, after the 
initial centerline painting has been done 
over the state, it seems that most of the 
maintenance men like the smaller units bet¬ 
ter as they are more flexible and economical. 

The question of doing heavy maintenance 
work under contract or by state forces was 
under discussion. It was the general opinion 
that all of the heavy “betterment” type work 
should be done by contract rather than 
tying up the state forces, since they are so 
badly needed on the smaller maintenance 
work. The limit of this “betterment” work 
that should be done by state forces seemed 
to be sand seals and retreatments, as this 
type work blends in readily with surface 
patching. 

Mr. A. Reese Harvey, of Alabama, out¬ 
lined Alabama’s elaborate system of records 
covering all of their maintained bridges. 
Mr. Harvey advised that the cost was ap¬ 
proximately $35,000 to put this system into 
effect, which covered the surveys, files and 
all office work. Under this system, Ala¬ 
bama maintains a thorough record on each 
bridge, giving its type, length, condition, 
load limit, and condition of the stream bed. 
Mr. Harvey advised that during the survey 
pertaining to these bridges many small de¬ 
fects were discovered and corrected, such 
that it was felt that the entire $35,000 had 
already been repaid. Florida and several 
of the other states already have a system 
similar to this in effect, and other states 
recognized the benefits of the system. 

The use of radio equipment in connection 
with routine maintenance was covered by 
Mr. W. K. Beckham, of South Carolina, and 
Mr. H. A. Radzikowski, of Washington, 
D. C, So far, there has been very little use 
of the radio in this field, but it is gaining 
growth rapidly. Two of the states already 
have it in effect and report that it is saving 
them money as well as expediting their 
maintenance aetivities, particularly during 
emergencies or disasters. The U. S. Gov¬ 
ernment has already set aside frequencies 
for radio use by the highway departments 
in each state, if and when they care to put 
it in effect. 

Throughout the meeting it was noticeable 
that the trend is toward light equipment 
rather than heavy on practically all main¬ 
tenance work, with the intent of using flex¬ 
ible units to repair the small jobs before 
they get too large. 

PIONEERING WITH PRE-CAST 
BRIDGE SLABS IN THE 
FLORIDA EVERGLADES 

Pioneering construction engineers who 


Maintenance Engineer, South Carolina, pre¬ 
siding. 

Mr. W. A. Kratzert, State Maintenance 
Engineer of Florida, led the discussion per¬ 
taining to the equipment used on all phases 
of highway maintenance. Surface patching, 
shoulder work, mowing and centerlining 
seemed to be the topics which the states 
were most interested in. On surface patch¬ 
ing, the 110-200 gal. size kettles were most 
popular, with hand spray attachments. The 
light 2-ton rollers were in great demand. 
These small machines are being used mostly 
due to the fact that they are more portable 
and can handle the smaller jobs easily. The 
mowing operations seemed to be fairly uni¬ 
form throughout the states, using the con¬ 
ventional 14-19 h.p. rubber-tired tractors 
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spanned Florida's Everglades with the re¬ 
nowned Tamiami Trail were forced to throw 
away the book—and write their own. This 
same spirit of pioneering was applied to 
maintenance of this fabulous highway for 
twenty years, and has now produced a new 
chapter for this book—a precast bridge slab 
that bids to revolutionize timber bridge 
maintenance and replacement. 

Precast bridge slabs, developed by W. E. 
Dean, Bridge Engineer for the State Road 
Department, represent one of the most sig¬ 
nificant developments in highway engineer¬ 
ing during the past twenty years. Combining 
economy and ease and speed of construction, 
this development is an antidote to excessive 
present-day costs of Bridge Maintenance. 

Time, the elements, increasingly heavier 
loads and higher speeds resulted in danger¬ 
ous deterioration of timber bridges on the 
Tamiami Trail to a point that, in 1946, it 
was evident that major replacements were 
in order if adequate standards were to be 
maintained. These were 141 timber bridges 
between Naples and Miami, and bridge tim¬ 
ber was in critically short supply at this 
time; hence, it was decided to replace the 
timber bridges with permanent concrete 
structures. Bids for replacement of thirty- 
nine of the worst timber bridges were asked 
for, but bids received were all far in excess 
of funds available for the work. This forced 
the Fourth Division Maintenance Depart¬ 
ment to resume the thankless and futile 
task of maintaining existing structures. Short¬ 
age of money, coupled with the necessity of 
transporting men and materials from either 
Everglades or Miami only served to increase 
the burden on maintenance forces. 

Bridge failures increased, maintenance 
costs soared to an extent that, by 1949, it 
became imperative that a positive solution 
be found. Mr. Dean was asked to find such 


a solution—and the result was the precast 
bridge slab that is now known as “Dean’s 
Dream.” 

The precast bridge slab embodies charac¬ 
teristics that are godsends to harried main¬ 
tenance men of the Fourth Division. 

Precast slabs make the fullest use of exist¬ 
ing foundations. By use of precase cap 
buildups, old foundations are adequate to 
support the new bridge—even to the added 
width of the roadway. Slabs are sectional 
and are handled adequately by half-yard 
truck-mounted cranes used by the State Road 
Department, thus requiring no costly new 
equipment. 

Expensive detours are eliminated by use 
of precast slabs. As half of a timber bridge 
is replaced with slabs, the remaining half 
passes traffic. Traffic then passes over the 
newly laid slabs while remaining half of 
the timber structure is removed and replaced 
with slabs. This satisfactorily eliminates a 
major expense item in Everglades highway 
construction. 

Simple in construction, utilizing a mini¬ 
mum of materials, the precast slabs increase 
roadway widths from 20 to 24 feet. A fur¬ 
ther simplification is the precasting of hand¬ 


rails, which are bolted in place after com¬ 
pletion of the structure. 

Savings effected by this method are evi¬ 
dent from the following data: The concrete 
structures called for in bids in 1946 would 
have cost $265,000.00 for the structure, 
$98,000.00 for detours, or $3,000.00 per 15- 
foot span of replacement. 

To date, two four-span bridges have been 
replaced, using “Dean’s Dream,” at a cost of 
$660.00 per 15-foot span. Replacement with 
treated timber would cost $529.00. For this 
slight increase in cost, the precast slabs pro¬ 
vide permanent type structures, increase 
roadway width four feet, and eliminate fire 
hazards. 

Another valuable feature of the precast 
slab is its amazing speed of construction. 
Ten men require only four working days to 
replace a 15-foot span. 

Always proud of the part they have played 
in the pioneering in maintenance work on 
the Tamiami Trail, the Fourth Division 
Maintenance Department is elated with its 
role in implementing the program of bridge 
rehabilitation there by use of Mr. Dean’s 
precast bridge slabs. 
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Report for First Division 

Hillsborough Avenue, in Tampa, which is 
the most modern urban construction in the 
State, was officially opened on November 
7th. Dedication ceremonies were held at 
the William Jenning Bryan School at 30th 
Street and Hillsborough Avenue and the 
official road opening address was made by 
Mr. A. A. McKethan. Other speakers were 
Lloyd Copeland, President of the East Hills¬ 
borough Avenue Business Men's Associa¬ 
tion, Sheriff Culbreath, Harry McDonald, 
Courtney Campbell, Senator Raymond 
Sheldon and John McWhirter. 

The First Division's share of the work for 
which bids were received at Miami on 
November 15th amounted to $963,487.36. 
The major project in this letting was the 
construction of State Road 25 from Haines 
City to 9.36 miles North, and two overpasses 
on this road in Haines City. One structure 
is to be built over the Atlantic Coast Line 
Railroad and the other over State Road 
No. 600. Cone Brothers Contracting Com¬ 
pany was low bidder on the structures and 
Cobb Construction Company was low on 
the roadway section. 

C. T. Felix was low bidder for the con¬ 
struction on pedestrian walkways on the 
John's Pass Bridge at Treasure Island. This 
walkway is badly needed and will also be 
used as a fishing pier by the tourists. 

The Department is planning to grade and 
pave a road East of Lake Alfred from State 
Road No. 600 North one-quarter of a mile 
to the Citrus Experiment Station. This is 
good news to the great number of citrus 
growers and others interested in the work 
carried on at this station. 

The Department had a fatal accident in 
November when a drag line boom cable 
broke and killed Lonnie V. Corley, our 
Maintenance Foreman at Fort Myers. We 
extend our sympathy to Mr. Corley’s family 
and relatives. 

Mr. Robert Wiggins was recently em¬ 
ployed as an assistant in our Soil Test 
Laboratory and took a three weeks training 
course in the Testing Laboratory. Mr. Wig¬ 
gins is a native of Bartow and attended the 
University of Georgia. He is the son of 
Judge Chester M. Wiggins. 

The 1949 budget for the First Division 
included approximately 121 miles of roads, 
2069 feet of bridges, 10 railroad crossing 
signals, and one farmers' market. At the 
end of the year, we find that the following 
progress was made: 

Surveys: Completed all surveys in 1949 


budget with the exception of 752 feet of 
bridges; which are 95% complete. In addi¬ 
tion to budget items, surveys were completed 
on 23 miles of roads and 38 feet of bridges. 

Plans: The drafting room ends the year 
completing the plans on State Road 35 from 
the Polk County Line to Dade City. The 
length of this project is 11.3 miles, and in¬ 
cludes an overhead structure which was not 
originally budgeted. The only remaining 
budget job is in the final stages of prepara¬ 
tion in the drafting room. This project was 
originally planned to replace 18 timber 
bridges on State Road 45 between Bonita 
Springs and Fort Myers. After a field in¬ 
spection was made, it was decided to elim¬ 
inate two sections of poor alignment on 
which new structures were planned. This 
necessitated additional field work which de¬ 
layed the completion of these plans. 

Several additional jobs and numerous peri¬ 
odic jobs were completed during the year. 

Construction: The First Division portion 
of the year’s construction budget was $7, 
001,236. This included $3,558,150 carry¬ 
over on 38 jobs underway at the first of 
the year. All but two of the carry-overs 
were completed during the year representing 
$3,310,131 of this budget item. 

New construction contracts were let dur¬ 
ing the year totaling $3,194,071 plus an ad¬ 


ditional $198,035 in contracts on mainte¬ 
nance work. Six railroad crossing signals 
were installed during the fiscal year. 

After having met and conferred with the 
majority of the 14 counties in this Division 
relative to the road program presented to 
them in December by Chairman Alfred Mc¬ 
Kethan in Tallahassee, the Division Engineer 
states that this has been most enthusiastically 
received by them. In addition to this, the 
counties have expressed their sincere desire 
not only to cooperate with the State Road 
Department one hundred percent, but also 
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to present as much as possible a unified 
front on their requests and priorities. From 
the Division viewpoint this is indeed grati¬ 
fying and we are sure that with such a co¬ 
operative spirit and attitude of all concerned 
that a sound and well planned system of 
roads can be accomplished throughout the 
Division, which will serve the public in a 
most economical and efficient manner. 

Activities in Second Division 

The many tourists and local residents in 
the Jacksonville area are no doubt extremely 
happy to note that a resurfacing job has 
been started in improvement of SR No. 15 
(Main Street) in Jacksonville. This work 
will consist of a leveling course and surface 
course of asphaltic concrete and will extend 
from Bay Street at the foot of Main Street 
Bridge north to 35th Street. The work has 
been contracted by Duval Engineering and 
Contracting Company and included in the 
contract is the work of applying an asphaltic 
concrete surface course on SR 5 from Road 
A1A to South Main Street in Jacksonville. 

The work of reworking and widening 
SR 55 from Chiefland to the Suwannee 
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River at Fannin Springs has been started 
by the contractor, W. H. Armston Company, 
Inc. This job will be a major improvement 
in the U. S. 19 Highway route from Talla¬ 
hassee to St. Petersburg. The existing lime- 
rock base is to be widened from 19 feet to 
24 feet and is to have a Type 2 Surface 
Treatment. The roadbed is to be widened 
and regraded in keeping with the new pave¬ 
ment design and the finished construction 
will have the appearance and riding quali¬ 
ties of new construction throughout. It is 
proposed to handle the traffic through the 
job during construction as no detour will be 
provided. The length of the job is 8.79 
miles and the contract is in amount of 
$185,544.00. 

In addition to the above, another improve¬ 
ment to U. S. 19 has been started this month 
between Chiefland and Otter Creek. The 
Macasphalt Corporation of Lakeland has a 
contract in amount of $111,381 for apply¬ 
ing an asphaltic concrete surface course, 
Type I, variable thickness, over the existing 
surface treated base. It will be recalled 
by those that have travelled this particular 
section that the original construction pro¬ 
vided a 3 foot median strip of plant mixed 
asphalt surface material raised approximate¬ 
ly IV 2 inches above the riding surface of 
the pavement. The proposed new surface 
will meet the grade of the old separation 
strip and will provide a standard crowned 
pavement for the entire pavement width. 
The length of this work is 12.49 miles. 
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This Division expects to have several 
major jobs get underway during December 
as a result of the awards made at the open¬ 
ing of bids on November 16, 1949. 

Our Second Division office building in 
Lake City has just received a complete 
interior redecorating job consisting of light 
green walls, pearl gray trim, and resanded 
and refinished oak floors. The office force 
is very proud of the fine job obtained and 
cordially invite the inspection of visitors 
when in this area. 

THE STORY OF HOGAN ROAD 
(new Beach Boulevard) 

DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA 

In the early part of 1932 the Florida East 
Coast Railway Company planned to abandon 
its Mayport Branch and the late Earl P. 
Luce, County Engineer of Duval County, 
conceived the idea that the railroad right- 
of-way would be the ideal location for a new 
road from South Jacksonville to the Beaches. 
As a result of the persistent efforts of Mr. 
Luce and Mr. J. A. Long, Mr. Luce's suc¬ 
cessor as County Engineer, the Board of 
County Commissioners of Duval County in 
1937 paid to the Florida East Coast Railway 
Company the sum of $8,500 for the right-of- 
way extending from Atlantic Boulevard to 
Third Street at the Beaches. 

This right-of-way was designated as State 
Road No. 376 by the 1937 legislature. After 
first calling on the State Road Department 
for construction of a new road along this 
route, the Board of County Commissioners 
sponsored a W.P.A. Project for its construc¬ 
tion calling for a total expenditure of $1,- 
576,000.00 of which the Federal Govern¬ 
ment’s portion was over $500,000.00. The 
work consisted of clearing right-of-way, in¬ 
stalling cross-drain pipes, excavating outfall 
ditches, and grading the roadbed. All work 
was suspended in the fall of 1941 and due 
to the war construction was not resumed 
until 1945. 

A series of construction contracts were 
awarded by the State Road Department for 
the construction of State Road No. 376 
(later changed to State Road No. 212) and 
the following is a brief chronological resume 
of the construction operations leading to 
final completion of the Boulevard: 

Job No. 7219-102 A contract was 
awarded to the Atlantic Dredging and Con¬ 
struction Company of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
in amount of $219,234.99 for the construc¬ 
tion of a hydraulic embankment approxi¬ 
mately 1.026 miles long as approaches to a 
proposed bridge over Pablo Creek. This 
work was begun October 19, 1945, and was 
completed July 8, 1946. 

Job No. 7219-103 The Duval Engineer¬ 
ing and Contracting Company of Jackson- 
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ville received a contract in amount of $375,- 
510.68 for constructing the next link of the 
road. The limits of work under this contract 
began at the intersection of SR 376 and 
Atlantic Boulevard in South Jacksonville 
and extended to Lovegrove Road. The 
work consisted of clearing and grubbing, 
grading, construction of an Ocala Lime Rock 
Base (8 inch thick with an asphaltic concrete 
surface) and incidental items. When com¬ 
pleted, this work produced a municipal 
boulevard 64 feet wide and 2.148 miles 
long complete with concrete curb and gutter, 
sidewalk and necessary storm sewers. The 
work which was started December 7, 1945, 
and was accepted by the State Road De¬ 
partment February 19, 1947, is one of the 
finest sections of municipal construction in 
the State. 

Job No. 7219-104 A contract in amount 
of $219,822.32 was awarded to the Duval 
Engineering and Contracting Company for 
construction of a pavement section adjoining 
the above job at Lovegrove Road and con¬ 
tinuing to a point 0.986 miles east. The 
type of construction of this job was iden¬ 
tical with that from Atlantic Boulevard to 
Lovegrove Road and was constructed be¬ 
tween dates June 24, 1946, and February 19, 
1947. 

Job No. 7219-106 Since the pavement 
construction had reached the point where 
the plans provided for a change from the 
64 foot width municipal section to that of a 
highway section of two 24 foot lanes sepa¬ 


rated by a parkway, the State Road Depart¬ 
ment felt justified in starting the next link 
in the program at SR A1A at Jacksonville 
Beach and working back inland toward 
Pablo Creek. This procedure would allow 
the earliest possible completion of improve¬ 
ment in the municipal areas at each end of 
the Boulevard. 

This job extended from Jacksonville 
Beach to a point 1.349 miles west to the 
approach to the proposed Pablo Creek 
Bridge. The B. B. McCormick & Sons, 
Inc. of Jacksonville Beach was the low 
bidder for the work and received a contract 
in amount of $335,189.56. Construction 
was begun October 10, 1946, and was com¬ 
pleted September 10, 1947. The work con¬ 
sisted of clearing and grubbing, grading, 
construction of a 64 foot municipal type 
pavement composed of concrete curb and 
gutter, an 8 inch sand-asphalt (hot-mix) 
base with an asphaltic concrete surface 
course. Standard 4 foot concrete sidewalks 
were also included in this work. 

Job No. 7219-107 The fifth contract to 
be awarded toward completion of the 
Boulevard was the largest single contract to 
be let for highway construction in the Sec¬ 
ond Division in the history of the Depart¬ 
ment. The Duval Engineering and Con¬ 
tracting Company of Jacksonville received 
this contract which was in amount of $1,- 
059,257.03 and covered the construction of 
two 24 foot lanes of shell base, 10 inch 
thick with an asphaltic concrete surface 


course; grading, one 210 foot concrete bridge 
over Big Pottsburg Creek; and incidental 
items. Work was started September 9, 
1947, and the entire project of 9.151 miles 
was completed March 31, 1949. The limits 
of construction were from the end of Job 
7219-104 at Old Hogan to the bridge ap¬ 
proach fill at Pablo Creek. The two lanes 
of pavement were separated by a 26 foot 
width parkway. 

Job No. 7219-109 The contract for the 
construction of the bridge over Pablo Creek 
was awarded to the George D. Auchter 
Company of Jacksonville in amount of $651,- 
523.61 and work was started May 25, 1948. 
Since the plans called for two separated 
lanes of pavement across Pablo Creek, it 
was necessary to construct two separate 
bridges, each consisting of an electrically 
operated double leaf deck plate girder 
bascule of 104 foot clear span and seven 
50 foot I-Beam concrete deck spans on con¬ 
crete piles. For this work, the State Road 
Department purchased the structural steel, 
machinery, castings and electrical equip¬ 
ment for the bascule spans and the struc¬ 
tural steel for the I-Beam spans. The con¬ 
tract included the erection of these parts. 
The construction of these bridges is com¬ 
plete and they were opened to traffic with 
the formal opening of the Boulevard on 
December 17, 1949. 

Job No. 7219-108 After the construction 
of the hydraulic embankment for the Pablo 
Creek Bridge approaches in 1946, it was 
found necessary to erect bridges over the 
inland waterway with a greater clearance 
than was originally planned. This change 
in plans necessitated the letting of a con¬ 
tract to raise the level of the approach fills 
by hydraulic embankment methods. The 
Atlantic Dredging and Construction Com¬ 
pany of Satsuma, Florida, was low bidder 
and received a contract in amount of $128,- 
465.92. This company moved its dredge to 
the job site and started pumping operations 
April 4, 1949, and to date the work is vir¬ 
tually complete. 

Job No. 7219-110 A roadside beautifica- 
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tion project was started June 13, 1949, the 
work being done bv State forces. This 
roadside improvement work consisted of 
planting palms along each side of the right- 
of-way from the beach to a distance of ap¬ 
proximately 1.65 miles west. The palms 
were very generously donated by the resi¬ 
dents of that area. This operation was com¬ 
pleted September 14, 1949, at a cost of ap¬ 
proximately $11,300.00. 

Job No. 7219-111 The contract for pav¬ 
ing the remaining link in the program was 
awarded to the B. B. McCormick & Sons, 
Inc., of Jacksonville Beach in amount of 
$136,158.51. This construction is the same 
as for Job No. 7219-107 with the exception 
that the base material is of Ocala Lime 
Rock, 8 inches thick with a Type 2 Bitum¬ 
inous Surface Treatment wearing course. 
Service roads have been provided for access 
to the yacht basin at the bridge site. Con¬ 
struction was started November 1, 1949, and 
paving operations are now underway. The 
net length of the job is 1.280 miles. 

The total cost of construction of the new 
Beach Boulevard amounted to $3,525,675.51 
of which Duval County contributed $2,097,- 
907.97 from its County 80 per cent Surplus 
Gas Tax Funds. The State Road Depart¬ 
ment furnished funds in amount of $1,427,- 
767.54. The above total cost does not in¬ 
clude expenditures made by Duval County 
and the Federal Government under the 
W.P.A. program prior to 1942. 


Activities in the Third Division 

By W. Pierce Bledsoe 

Dry and balmy weather continued 
through November in the Division and sev¬ 
eral jobs were completed and accepted by 
the Road Department. 

Among the jobs completed is Federal 
Aid Secondary Project No. 168(1), consist¬ 
ing of 19.4 miles of S. B. R. M. 18 feet 
wide and extends from Beacon Hill to 
Wewahitchka in Gulf County. This job 
was started in June 1947 and considerable 
unfavorable working conditions were en¬ 
countered due to excessive rains and low 
flat terrain. A very satisfactory job was 
obtained in spite of the above conditions. 
Smith Engineering & Construction Co., of 
Pensacola, was the general contractor. The 
work was begun under the direction of C. 
B. Dunn, Jr., and was completed under O. 
L. “Moe” Mizell. 

Faulk and Coleman, of Cocoa, recently 
completed State Job No. 5175-101, consist¬ 
ing of 10.5 miles of 18 feet wide S. B. R. M., 
extending from State Road 71 to Willis 
Landing in Gulf County. O. L. Mizell was 
Project Engineer. 

Caddell & Jackson, Jacksonville, began 
work recently on State Job No. 4604-110 
on Road No. 75, from Panama City north 
to Bayou George. This job, which is 8.5 
miles in length is to consist of rebuilding and 
widening from 18 feet to 24 feet. The 


widening will be of soil cement and the 
new base will be of Sand Clay with Type 2 
Surface Treatment. The present road is 
18 feet wide concrete pavement. O. L. 
Mizell is Project Engineer. 

The Division drafting room, under the 
supervision of Wesley H. Seay, Division 
Location Engineer, has been working over¬ 
time a lot lately in order to speed up com¬ 
pletion of several sets of plans on jobs to be 
built throughout the Division in the near 
future. Ernest Cox, who has been working 
on construction as an Instrumentman with 
J. S. Hall, Project Engineer at Bonifay, is 
now assigned to the Drafting Room force 
in the Division Office. 

C. & E. Construction Co. of Lakeland, 
and A. F. Rich Construction Co. of Talla¬ 
hassee, are nearing completion on the Leon 
County-wide road program. 

Another job completed recently is 
F. A. S. P. No. 88(1), State Job' Nos. 
5517-201 and 5902-201, 13V 2 miles from 
Crawfordville to State Road No. 61 in Leon 
and Wakulla Counties. The road is 24 feet 
wide and is of 6 inch S.B.R.M. construc¬ 
tion. Caddell & Jackson, of Jacksonville, 
was the contractor with D. A. “Jack” Camp¬ 
bell as Project Engineer. 

W. L. Farrior, Jr., Project Engineer, bet¬ 
ter known as “Bill,” who has been on con¬ 
struction for the past year or more, now 
is in charge of a newly organized location 
party. 

John Sanders, Engineer Inspector, of 
Pensacola, has returned to work with the 
Road Department after a 60 day leave of 
absence to assist the Santa Rosa Island 
Authority. 

The Division Office personnel and their 
families, together with the Chipley High¬ 
way Patrol force and their families, were 
amply entertained Wednesday, November 
23, at Blue Lake, a resort south of Chipley. 
Oysters, all styles, and fish with all the 
trimmings were served under the direction 
of Mrs. Agnes Hudson and Mr. Olan Fergu¬ 
son. The occasion was highlighted by sev¬ 
eral impromptu speeches and from the re¬ 
ports of those attending a very enjoyable 
time was had by all. 

Considerable interest is being evidenced 
by the various counties in this Division on 
Chiarman McKethan’s “Seven Point” assist¬ 
ance plan for secondary roads. The purpose 
of this plan is to assist the counties in ob- 
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taining a maximum amount of secondary 
roads from the seventh cent gas tax money 
allocated to the counties for this purpose by 
the 1949 Extraordinary Session of the Legis¬ 
lature. 

Work began recently on Job No. 4602-110 
on State Road No. 30, East of Panama City 
at the mouth of Martin’s Bayou. This job 
calls for the construction of a Special Culvert 
and backfilling the present entrance to the 
bayou. The culvert will be a triple box 
type with a weir four feet above mean low 
tide. The purpose of the culvert, in addi¬ 
tion to replacing the present outmoded tim¬ 
ber structure, is to prevent paper mill waste, 
dumped into the bay nearby, from contam¬ 
inating the waters of the bayou. Since no 
sea water can enter and being fed by a 
fresh water stream, the bayou will soon be 
a fresh water lake. A. B. Covell, DeFuniak 
Springs, is the contractor and Corbin Caw- 
thon is Project Engineer. 

Excellent progress is being made by James 
H. Craggs Construction Company of Gaines¬ 
ville, on Federal Aid Project No. S-145(3) 
(State Job. No 4702-201). This job, in the 
business section of Blountstown, consists of 
Storm Sewers, Concrete Curb and Gutter, 
8 inch Sand Clay Base with Type 3 Surface 
Treatment, with street widths varying from 
40 feet to 54 feet. R. W. Yost is Project 
Engineer. 

This month’s award, a fur-lined syrup 
pitcher, goes to John Butler, Levelman on 
D. L. Thagard’s location party, for his quick 
thinking during an encounter with two huge 
rattlesnakes. John was tracing out a section 
line near Panama City when he stepped on 
the head of a Diamondback sporting ten 
rattles. Either from quick thinking or sheer 
fright he held his foot on the snake’s head 
until another member of the party came to 
his rescue with a machete. As soon as the 
snake was killed John jumped back and 
landed near a second rattler that was in the 


TODAY 
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UT DON’T GET the idea from 
Mr. Pennekamp’s speech or from 
this article that the Keys are all slums. 

The publisher of the Newark Eve¬ 
ning News, one of the richest papers 
in this country, has a Winter home 
at Islamarado. 

A pair of Miami brothers has re¬ 
cently purchased the Yacht Basin and 
hotel on Plantation Key, and spend¬ 
ing $250,000 on a breakwater, tennis 
courts, swimming pool, will charge 
$25 a day. 

There is good water on either side, 
in the Atlantic or in the Gulf, and 
wherever there is good water—mean¬ 
ing deep water—you will find the 

bushes nearby. By that time Thagard had 
arrived with gun and promptly shot the 
second snake. The extent of John’s bravery 
was immense but just how the fright af¬ 
fected him cannot be printed here. 

F. G. “Bitsy” McDaniel, who has been 
on the sick list for the past several months, 
has now recovered and is back on the job. 
Nice going, Bitsy. 

Charlie Dilmore, Engineer Inspector, is on 
the ailing list with a very painful back in¬ 
jury. We trust Charlie will be back on the 
job soon. 

Jim Frank Waddell, well-liked Con¬ 
vict Captain, who has been with the Road 
Department for the past eighteen years, re¬ 
signed recently to operate a fishing and 
hunting lodge at Apalachicola. Jim Frank 
would like to see his many friends in the 
Road Department at the Bay City Fish 
Camp and assures them that he can take 
them to where the “big ones” bite. 
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millionaires of the world and their 
yachts. 

They all come to the Keys sooner 
or later, because the clear blue waters 
lure them on . . . As we said, every¬ 
body in Florida ought to go down and 
feel the heat of the Key sun and taste 
the tang of a lime pie, and eat turtle 
steaks, stone crabs and crawfish only 
as they can be cooked in the Keys. 

The next time you miss this column, 
you’ll know where we are . . . And 
it won’t be long, buddy. 
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County Activities and Personalities 


Marion County commissioners asked 
permission to open a road on the 
Marion-Sumter county line giving ac¬ 
cess to Gum Slough, excellent game 
and fish area near the Withlacoochee 
River. A. P. “Sam” Buie headed the 
game association committee accom¬ 
panied by residents of the southwest¬ 
ern area around Gum Slough and the 
Withlacoochee River. The drive was 
said to be an attempt to increase 
fishing and hunting opportunities 
since many of sections in this area 
are for the exclusive use of private 
organizations and individuals. The 
delegation agreed that a canvass 
should be made of right-of-way deeds 
sought as well as property owners. 
This completed, the county commis¬ 
sioners would then open the road 
along the county boundary line with 
county equipment. 

The new Herman D. Fultz $1,500,- 
000 bridge spanning Baker's Haulover 
in Dade County held noon-day cere¬ 
monies this month officially putting 
the span into operation. Fultz, for¬ 
mer state road board member of 
Miami, cut the tape bearing his name 
in the presence of county commis¬ 
sioners, state road representatives and 
mayors from nearby vicinities, also, 
Merrill Barber of Vero Beach, district 
member of the state road board. Pre¬ 
siding over the ceremonies was John 
Montgomery, president of the Miami 
Beach Chamber of Commerce. 

Indian River County suffered a 
great loss recently when Charles A. 
Mitchell of Vero Beach died. Mitchell 
was en route from Tallahassee where 
he attended a state road conference. 
He was prominently connected with 
various state organizations, including 
Indian River Farms Drainage District, 
City of Fellsmere, City of Sebastian, 
Fellsmere Sugar Corp., Indian River 
Citrus Bank and Indian River First 
Federal Savings and Loan Associa¬ 
tion. Senior member of the law firm 
of Mitchell, Smith and Mitchell, he 
was attorney at the time of his death 
for Indian River Board of County 
Commissioners. Between the years 


1931 and 1933, Mitchell served as 
representative in the state legislature. 

Palm Beach County Commissioner 
Lake Lytel took approximately three 
thousand orphans and crippled chil¬ 
dren to the second annual March of 
Dimes party given at the West Palm 
Beach Dog Track last December 31st. 
The children were the guests of 
general manager H. Phil Bryan and J. 
Stockton Bryan, Kennel Club presi¬ 
dent. Twenty races were staged with 
local clubs providing entertainment 
between races. The orphans and 
crippled children were taken directly 
to the clubhouse, where injuries could 
not be sustained by the more active 
children, via the 40 and 8 locomotive 
and caboose and the Florida Cities 
Bus company helping solve the trans¬ 
portation problem. 

About $70,000 annually in state gas 
tax funds, plus federal matching 
funds, was provided for the building 
and improvement of Charlotte Coun¬ 
ty's highway system which was thor¬ 
oughly discussed and outlined in Tal¬ 
lahassee by the State Road Depart¬ 
ment last month. Eighty percent of the 
money allocated under the new pro¬ 
gram was administered by the road 
department on roads designated by 
the board of county commissioners. 
This fund is in addition to approxi¬ 
mately $140,000 allocated to the coun¬ 
ty from gas tax sources for the retire¬ 
ment of the county's road and bridge 
bonds and administered by the state. 
Chairman Vasco Peeples of the board 
of county commissioners and County 
Attorney Earl D. Farr participated in 
the meeting at Tallahassee with of¬ 
ficials representing 63 of the state's 67 
counties. 

• Last month Monroe County Com¬ 
missioners authorized another pay¬ 
ment amounting to $15,000 to the 
Monroe County Hospital Board to 
pay its obligations. A sum of $20,000 
was requested by J. D. Me Andrews, 
Board Chairman, stating this amount 
would put the hospital in the black, 
clearing all past due obligations. Com¬ 
missioner Joe Allen amended the 
Higgs' motion of $15,000 grant to in¬ 


clude the statement that the money 
appropriated would be given con¬ 
tingent on the city contributing 
$5,000. Allen's amendment was de¬ 
feated 3-2, with Bently, Saunders and 
Harris disapproving. The motion was 
passed unanimously for an outright 
grant of $15,000. 

The County Commissioners of Levy 
County met at a special meeting in 
the Court House on the first day of 
December. Present were the follow¬ 
ing Commissioners: W. Randolph 
Hodges, Chairman; J. E. Hogan, 
Ernest Stephens, M. L. Smith, L. O. 
Neeld. Various condemnation suits 
were discussed with the appraisers, 
appointed by the Court. 

Frank Saxon, added recently to the 
Hernando Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners, took over his duties of the 
position in the court house last week. 
Mr. Saxon, who filled the unexpired 
term of Mr. Ed. C. Bloom who died 
two weeks ago, was appointed as 
County Commissioner from the 
Fourth District. The other members 
of the Board, Chairman John L. 
Ayers, R. M. Harville, J. P. Mills, and 
R. H. Keeling approved the Perform¬ 
ance Bond of the newly elected com¬ 
missioner and welcomed him as a 
member of the county governing 
body. A resolution was adopted en¬ 
dorsing the Secondary Roads Assist¬ 
ance Act of 1949, awarding the Board 
80 percent of the proceeds of the 
county’s prorata share of the seventh 
cent gas tax. This appropriation will 
be used solely for the purpose of con¬ 
struction, reconstructing, maintenance 
and repair of state bridges and roads, 
purchase or lease of bridges connect¬ 
ing state roads and the acquisition of 
rights of way for roads, or for reduc¬ 
tion of road and bridge indebtedness. 
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SPEECH BY GOVERNOR WARREN 

(Continued from Page 4) 

The 1,134 citizens of Jefferson County who received $410,050.76 
in assistance this year can express gratitude to Representative 
Richard Simpson, while the 332 beneficiaries of Lafayette County, 
who received a total of $117,735.27, can thank Senator G. Warren 
(Bobby) Sanchez and Representative Duffin Lancaster. 

In Lake County, 1,960 elderly persons, dependent children and 
persons who have lost their sight received a total of $674,763.98 in 
assistance this year. Their thanks can be given to Senator J. Edwin 
Baker and Representatives H. H. Hethcox and Tim M. Sellar. 

Here in Leon County 3,105 citizens received assistance this year 
totalling $1,077,235.84. For that help, they can thank Senator 
LeRoy Collins and Representatives Wilson Carraway and John Ward 
Henderson. 

The 402 citizens of Liberty County who received $135,975.72 in 
assistance this year can thank Senator Luther C. Tucker. 

Manatee County’s 1,571 citizens who received $559,783.60 in 
assistance this year can thank Senator William J. Ray and Repre¬ 
sentative J. Ben Fuqua. 

The 345 citizens of Martin County who received $121,619.96 in 
assistance this year know that their benefactors were Senator Evans 
Crary and Representative George Keith. I am sure that they are 
grateful. 

Representative Bernie Papy of Key West deserves the thanks of 
the 1,003 citizens of Monroe County for the $366,499.98 they re¬ 
ceived in assistance this year. And in Nassau County, Senator A. G. 
(Sandy) McArthur is due the thanks of the 1,034 citizens of his 
County who received assistance this year in the amount of $336,- 
212.52. 

Okaloosa County’s 1,610 citizens who received $542,285.14 in 
assistance this year can be grateful to Senator Newman C. Brackin 
and Representative Jimmy Wise. 

In Okeechobee County, the thanks of 300 citizens, who received 
assistance of $115,914.82 this year, go to Senator N. Ray Carroll 
and Representative W. J. (Bill) Hendry. 

Orange County’s 5,591 recipients of $1,881,955.64 in assistance 
this year can be grateful to Senator J. B. Rodgers, Jr., and Repre¬ 
sentatives Charles O. Andrews, Jr., and Burton Thornal. 

The 977 citizens of Osceola County who received $394,061.67 
in assistance this year can thank Senator Carroll and Representative 
Irlo Bronson. 

Palm Beach County’s 3,532 citizens who received $1,103,528.68 
in assistance this year can give thanks to Senator John R. Beacham. 

Pasco County’s 1,218 elderly citizens, dependent children and 
blind persons—and all their relatives and friends—can thank Senator 
J. C. Getzen for making possible the $410,649.30 they received in 
assistance this year. 

In Pinellas County, the staunch friends of the old folks, the 
dependent children and the blind are Representatives Archie 
Clement and Charles J. Schuh, Jr. These two Legislators deserve 
the warm thanks of 4,248 Pinellas County citizens who received 
$1,555,847.65 in assistance checks this year. 
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The 6,279 citizens of Polk County who received aid amounting to 
$2,267,614.39 this year can thank Senator Harry E. King and 
Representative Lisle W. Smith. In Putnam County, the 2,231 
recipients of $824,669.18 in assistance can thank Senator B. C. 
Pearce and Representative Thomas B. Dowda. 

Only gratitude for Representative Charles E. Shepperd can be in 
the hearts of the 1,309 citizens of St. Johns County who received 
$510,307.28 in assistance this year. In St. Lucie County it is Senator 
Evans Crary and Representative D. H. (Banty) Saunders to whom 
752 St. Lucie citizens can be thankful for assistance totaling $224,- 
159.02 this year. 

Over in Santa Rosa County, 2,120 citizens who received $695,- 
066.38 in assistance this year can give thanks to Senator Newman 
C. Brackin and Representative Woodrow M. Melvin. And in Sara¬ 
sota County, 525 citizens who received $200,682.88 in assistance 
this year can be grateful to Senator William J. Ray and Representa¬ 
tive Jerry Collins. 

The 2,324 citizens of Seminole County who received $734,400.42 
in assistance this year would have received only a part of that but 
for their friends in the Legislature, Senator Lloyd F. Boyle and 
Representative M. B. (T-Bone) Smith. They, too, are due thanks. 

Sumter County’s 1,108 elderly folks, dependent children and blind 
persons—and all who help them share their burdens—can give thanks 
to Senator J. C. Getzen for the $399,519.56 in assistance which 
they received this year. And in Suwannee County, the 1,416 citizens 
who received $496,280.88 in assistance this year can thank Senator 
G. Warren (Bobby) Sanchez. 

Walton County’s 1,975 recipients of $644,737.64 in assistance this 
year can thank Representative Thomas D. Beasley. 

In Wakulla the 562 citizens who received $216,625.16 in assist¬ 
ance payments this year can give thanks to Senator Luther C. 
Tucker. And in Washington County, it is Representative Amos O. 
Hudson who deserves the thanks of the 1,985 Washington citizens 
who received $612,903.09 in assistance this year. 

I also would like to point out that it was the courageous vote of 
these 22 Senators and 56 Representatives which made possible the 
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retroactive payment of $1,332,207.08 due the old folks of Florida 
for the months of July, August and September. All that money 
would have been lost had the special session of the Legislature not 
done its duty. 

The courageous action of these 22 Senators and 56 Representa¬ 
tives also makes it possible for me to bring the glad tidings that on 
January 1, 1950, there will be an increase in grants for dependent 
children. It will be the first time that Florida has been able to 
pay the Federal maximum. 

As you know, these funds for dependent children are to provide 
a minimum income for those families in need where one of the 
parents is missing. There are, at the present time, 61,002 dependent 
children in Florida. 

In the past the assistance payments to these unfortunate and 
innocent children were made on the basis of $24 per month for 
the first child, $15 a month for a second child in the family, and 
$12 a month for each additional child. It will come as something 
of a Christmas present for these hard-pressed and impoverished 
families to learn that the payments will be increased next month 
to $27 per month for the first child and $18 for each additional child. 

Among other glad tidings this Holy Season is the news that 
Florida's citrus business has “risen from the dead” and returned to 
vigorous health. This is the best news that has been heard in 
this State since the war was won. 

For three successive years the citrus industry, Florida’s second 
largest single source of income and profit, went from bad to worse. 
Millions of boxes of citrus rotted on the tree because there were no 
buyers. Many growers, packers and canners teetered on the bleak 
brink of bankruptcy. One more bad year and Florida’s great and 
once profitable citrus industry would have been ruined beyond 
possibility of repair. 

Thanks to the greatest and most constructive session of the Florida 
Legislature that ever convened, the Citrus Code was enacted. With 
the help of the Citrus Code, and the aid of Citrus Mutual, Florida’s 
once-dying citrus industry has come to life. Citrus is bringing the 
best prices since the war years. Through December 10, the returns 
to our citrus growers were almost $8 million more than they received 
last year for 7V2 million fewer boxes of fruit. And last year, it will 
be recalled, much grapefruit rotted on the tree because nobody 
would buy it at any price. 

All the people of Florida who are benefiting from this very 
profitable revival of the citrus industry can give thanks to the 
regular session of the Legislature for passing the Citrus Code and 


thereby breathing the breath of new life into the dying body of 
the citrus business of this State. 

I hope I may be allowed to remark, in a figurative fashion, that 
adoption of the Citrus Code dropped a golden orange into the 
stocking of everybody in Florida. 

Counting our other blessings, the 17,760 school teachers in Florida 
can thank the 22 Senators and 56 Representatives who voted at the 
special session to raise the money necessary to finance the schools. 
The 494,882 school children and their parents also can thank these 
Senators and Representatives for making possible a 9-month school 
term next year. 

The cattlemen of Florida also can thank these Senators and Repre¬ 
sentatives for providing the money to fight ticks and diseases that 
destroy livestock. 

The relatives and friends of all the unfortunate people in the 
State Hospitals at Chattahoochee and Arcadia can thank these 
Senators and Representatives for providing the money to keep these 
humane and healing institutions going. 

Every person who benefits by the services of the State Board of 
Health can thank these Senators and Representatives for providing 
the money to pay for them. 

Every student in the State universities and colleges, and their 
parents and friends, can thank these Senators and Representatives 
for providing the money for these institutions of higher learning. 

The tens of thousands of people who will benefit by Hood control 
can thank these Senators and Representatives for providing the 
money to pay Florida’s comparatively small share of the total cost 
of flood control in 18 South Florida Counties. 

Every person will benefit by the advertising program of the State 
Advertising Commission and can thank these Senators and Repre¬ 
sentatives for providing the money. 

Florida is enjoying a satisfying prosperity. Employment is high. 
Income is high. Profits are high. Prospects are good. Progress is 
apparent everywhere. Florida was never in better condition eco¬ 
nomically. All this could not continue to be without a sound, stable, 
secure State government. 

Thanks to 56 Representatives and 22 Senators our State govern¬ 
ment was saved from threatened insolvency and put on the high 
road to prosperity and progress. Thanks to those Senators and Repre¬ 
sentatives who saw their duty and did it, the State can render to its 
2,500,000 citizens and to its several millions of winter and summer 
visitors those services that are absolutely essential to the well being 
of Florida. 
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WARREN AS SALESMAN 

(Continued from Page 8) 

governor, who is at his best when praising the growth, 
development and progress of his native State, rose to new 
heights of eloquence and good humor that evoked the 
keenest interest and hearty applause from his hearers. 

Making a frank bid for outside capital to come into 
Florida and take advantage of investment opportunities 
here, the governor presented to his listeners, men who are 
accustomed to deal in cold statistics, a picture of well 
being in this State that could not but be impressive. 

Using as the basis of his plea for capital investment in 
worthwhile Florida enterprises, the State’s phenomenal 
growth, Governor Warren presented some percentage 
statistics to show that Florida, in comparison with other 
States, and the Nation as a whole, has indeed made re¬ 
markable progress in the past nine years. The percent¬ 
ages were all in favor of Florida as compared with the 



An official of International Mineral and Chemical Corporation 
explains the workings at Noralyn Mine to the bankers. 


Nation, starting with a population of 28 percent for 
Florida as compared to the national average of 10 percent. 

After enumerating the numerous tax exemptions Florida 
offers, the governor took pains to state “I can assure you 
that every segment of government in this State is joining 
together to put this State forward and that we are pre¬ 
pared to make a more intensive and unified drive to put 
Florida forward in the years to come.” 

And he threw out this potent thought, after compli¬ 
menting President Higgins of the power company for 
bringing the visiting delegation for a three-day tour of 
Florida: 

“It marks a new dimension in cooperation and 
endeavor for the development of industry in our State 
to have your investment bankers and insurance execu¬ 
tives tour Florida .” 

The sincerity, frankness and good humor of the gover¬ 
nor, who threw in many humorous remarks, some at his 
own expense, won the admiration and respect of his hear¬ 
ers. Natives who were present in the gathering all agreed 
that the governor was never in better form, and that he 
did a masterful job of salesmanship. 


Credit, of course, is due President Higgins and his asso¬ 
ciates in the Florida Power Company for bringing this 
group of financiers into the State at such an opportune 
time to enjoy the Florida climate, and to see at first hand 
the industrial and business development picture as it is 
being unfolded. 

It was a happy circumstance, we believe, that the An¬ 
thony Farms, which has been made a show place by 
fames Norris, was selected as the setting for the governor’s 
appearance before the group. In his most pleasing and 
persuasive style he told them about Florida, what it is 
today and where we all hope it is going tomorrow. Flor¬ 
ida’s No. 1 salesman had a most receptive audience, and 
did the job as only so gifted an orator could do it. They 
only had to look out the window at the rolling acres of 
pastures dotted with herds of blooded Brahman cattle to 
find justification for what they were hearing from the lips 
of Florida’s chief executive. 


Rainbow Springs Rated 
High In Florida Attractions 

Rainbow Springs, about three hours by motor from Tampa, is on 
U. S. 41 just north of Dunellon. This great natural phenomenon 
ineludes giant bubbling springs of crystal clear water, flowing more 
than 450 million gallons daily to form the Rainbow River. Here 
you can see and photograph all the natural wonders of underwater 
life—you will see literally thousands of fish in dozens of varieties— 
from specially designed Submarine Boats. You sit in comfort and 
complete safety and look out through huge, glass portholes posi¬ 
tioned well down below the surface of the water. The thrilling 
Submarine Boat trip takes you down the Rainbow River where you 
can see the sunlight forming glittering rainbows on the bottom and 
giving it the name of Rainbow River. 

The entire setting of Rainbow Springs is one of great natural and 
unspoiled beauty. The rolling hills are crested with stately, moss- 
festooned oak and magnolia trees and there is a scenic walk along 
the river’s edge that leads you to Florida’s only waterfall, a towering 
cascade of shimmering loveliness. 

You will thrill to the wonderful swimming in water as clear as 
sunlit air. If you are a fisherman, you will want to linger a long 
time at Rainbow Springs where just down the river a few miles is 
some of the best freshwater fishing you are likely to encounter in 
a long lifetime. 

Said the housewife: “Just look at the dust on the piano, 
Beulah, it’s at least six weeks old.” And said Beulah, “then 
it don’t have anything to do with me, ma’am, I have been 
here only four weeks.” 
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GOVERNORS SAFETY COUNCIL 

(Continued from Page 10) 
and keep a watchful eye on the care¬ 
less, the reckless and the drunk to 
help avoid the crashes which in 1948 
reddened Florida highways with the 
death blood of 715 human beings. 

“Florida has an extra and tremen¬ 
dous responsibility to make our high¬ 
ways safe,” the Governor said. “An¬ 
nually we entertain millions of visitors 
from all parts of the nation and the 
world who spend about $800 million 
in our towns and cities. Certainly we 
owe them a safe stay in Florida from 
an economic standpoint, in addition 
to the humanitarian aspect. 

“This all Florida drive to prevent 
accidents during the holiday season 
should chart the course for the entire 
New Year—a course of accepting in¬ 
dividual responsibility for avoiding ac¬ 
cident situations which might bring 
death or injury to ourselves and to 
others. Let’s meet the extra holiday 
hazards with an added concentration 
of caution, common sense and court¬ 
esy in order to avoid the useless heart¬ 
aches of a death-ridden Christmas.” 
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“There is some improvement in our 
accident rates this year but far from 
enough to allow us to adopt any but 
a highly worried attitude toward 
Florida’s safety record. 

“Imagine Florida — the greatest 
tourist state in the nation—ranking as 
far down as 26th best in the nation 
in highway accidents. This position 
must be improved. We should be the 
safest State in the nation in which to 
travel and live, and I plan to bend 
every effort toward that end.” 

Governor Warren said: “In 1948 
there were 715 persons killed on our 
highways in the 12,304 accidents 
which occurred. We lost 116 indus¬ 
trial workers in 1948 and had 93,027 
industrial accidents. 

“I am inviting more than 70 of the 
leaders of Florida to join hands with 
me in planning and activating a con¬ 
tinuous and intensive drive to save 
lives—the lives of our own citizens 
and the lives of those wonderful peo¬ 
ple who annually spend about $800 
million dollars to visit this haven of 
health, sunshine and happiness of 
ours,” the Governor said. 

“There are in several of the depart¬ 
ments of government safety divisions 
which already are doing fine, special¬ 
ized work. These programs will be 
continued but co-ordinated by the 
Safety Council for informational and 
statistical purposes. 

“Many of our cities and towns al¬ 
ready have Safety Councils. Those 
which do not will be asked to form 
one immediately. Those which do will 
be asked to forward to the Governor’s 


Safety Council at once all available 
information on accidents and fatali¬ 
ties as they occur. 

“The statistics and information 
available herein the Florida Highway 
Patrol offices, the Department of Edu¬ 
cation, the Department of Health, the 
Florida Industrial Commission, the 
State Highway Department and the 
State Treasurer’s office will be tabu¬ 
lated and compiled. 

“Supplemented by the additional in¬ 
formation we hope to obtain through 
the cooperation of every city and 
town in Florida, the sheriffs and peace 
officers of all the counties, the hospi¬ 
tals and other institutions, soon we 
should be able to find out what is 
causing our accidents and thus deter¬ 
mine how to prevent many of them. 

“Our goal is high—Florida must be 
the safest State in the nation,” Gover¬ 
nor Warren said. “I urge the coopera¬ 
tion of every citizen to help in this 
drive to stop the needless slaughter 
of human beings on our highways and 
in our factories.” 



JAMES B.PICKARD. MGR. 




DE LEON SPRINGS 

THEODORE STRAW N, INC. 

Grower and Shiooer of Florida Oranges and Grapefruit 

"BOB WHITE" and "INTRINSIC" BRANDS 

FLORIDA 


Thirty-two 


FLORIDA HIGHWAYS 











































SECONDARY ROAD PROGRAM 

(Continued from Page 6) 
delegation resulted in the announce¬ 
ment that its members saw the propo¬ 
sition like someone placing 80 cents 
on a table with "our” twenty cents— 
“We want to pick up the money be¬ 
fore he changes his mind!” 

Earl Simmons of Hillsborough 
county made the formal motion that 
the commissioners endorse the pro¬ 
posal. Maynard H. Evans, Orange 
county commissioner, seconded the 
motion with the “hearty and entrusi- 
astic endorsement” of the delegation. 

During the discussion before the 
motion was put several commissioners 
and others commented. 

Senator John E. Mathews of Jack¬ 
sonville said: 

“This is the first time I have seen 
any State board voluntarily seek to 
reverse the trend toward centraliza¬ 
tion of government. 

“This plan comes close to filling the 
usually empty promise of the poli¬ 
tician—to reduce taxes and provide 
more benefits. It actually gives the 
counties more roads at a lower tax 
levy.” 

V. G. Phillips, Leon county com¬ 
missioner, said “it took nerve” for the 
legislature to take away from the 
General Fund the proceeds of the 
seventh cent gasoline tax but the step 
will prove of great benefit to the 
people in better roads. 

Joe H. Hammond, Jacksonville, 
Duval county commissioner, said: 
“This is the first time in the 27 years 
I have served as county commissioner 
that we have had a Road Board like 
this one.” 

Hugh Peters, Dade county commis¬ 


sioner, said his board had given the 
plan thorough thought. Any details 
that must be worked out to fit any 
county’s special needs, he declared, 
could be handled before passage of 
the resolutions. “We are ready to 
vote on it,” he said. 

Park Campbell said the plan lets 
the county boards “know where they 
are going” and the four Dade com¬ 
missioners present felt that they were 
“working for the whole state” in en¬ 
dorsing the program. 

The gavel was turned over to H. 
M. Stringfellow, Ft. Myers, president 
of the Florida Association of County 
Commissioners, to put the question. 

Paul Rardin, Canal Point, secretary- 
treasurer of the Association, moved 
the “previous question.” The vote 
was unanimous. 

More than 60 counties were repre¬ 
sented, many of them both by county 
commissioners and county attorneys, 
filling the House of Representatives 
chamber. 

Following the meeting the repre¬ 
sentatives of the counties and State 
Road officers enjoyed a chicken pilau 
dinner at the State Road camp ad¬ 
joining Tallahassee. 

An outline of the Secondary Road 
program is as follows: 

The Secondary Roads Assistance 

Program 

The State Road Department pro¬ 
poses a plan which will permit the 
expenditure of $13,800,000 on county 
administered State designated roads 
in 1950, and $36,700,000 on such 
roads in the next three years of the 
present administration. 

This plan is made possible largely 
by the Secondary Roads Assistance 


Act passed by the 1949 Extraordinary 
Session of the Legislature, which Act 
allocates the Seventh Cent gas tax for 
highway purposes. The 80% of this 
tax which accrues to the Road De¬ 
partment will produce about 5/2 mil¬ 
lion dollars a year. This is distributed 
for the use of each of the 67 counties 
on the basis of area, population and 
contribution to State roads. The 
amount of these funds available for 
each county will, when combined 
with other funds the Department 
plans to allocate for such use, be suf¬ 
ficient to finance a substantial im¬ 
provement program in every county 
each year. 

The 80% Seventh Cent gas tax 
funds accruing to the Department for 
the benefit of the 67 counties may 
legally be used for (1) construction 
of State roads, (2) maintenance of 
State roads, (3) acquisition of Right of 
Way on State roads, (4) lease or pur¬ 
chase of bridges connecting State 
roads, and (5) payment of County 
Road and Bridge Debts. 

It is the purpose of the Department 
to encourage the use of a maximum 
portion of these funds for the paving 
and improving of secondary roads. 
Not since the boom days of the 
1920’s has any substantial program 
of secondary road improvement been 
possible. First, the burdensome road 
and bridge debt of the Twenties, then 
the homestead exemptions operated 
to prevent such a program. The De¬ 
partment looks on the Secondary 
Road Act as a mandate of the Legis¬ 
lature that this situation be remedied. 

Feeling that this phase of our road 
development had been sadly neg¬ 
lected the Road Department has, 
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since early in this Administration, 
been making studies to determine 
how secondary road development 
could be advanced. That is why the 
Department was glad of an oppor¬ 
tunity to support legislation giving 
the Seventh Cent to roads, and ear¬ 
marking such revenue specifically for 
secondary roads. 

The Department proposes to do 
seven things to support such a pro¬ 
gram: 

First: It will establish a system of 
secondary roads made up of the most 
important county roads. There are 
31,000 miles of roads under county 
administration. Of these, approxi¬ 
mately 5,500 miles have been recom¬ 
mended for Federal Secondary Sys¬ 
tem. The Department proposes that 
this system be adopted as the first 
increment of the State System of Sec¬ 
ondary Roads, to be scheduled for the 
earliest improvement. 

It is most important that the State 
Secondary System be common with 
the Federal Secondary System in or¬ 
der that Federal Secondary funds be 
available for improvement of the 
routes. The matching Federal funds 


will provide two dollars worth of 
highways for every dollar of State and 
County funds expanded in construc¬ 
tion. 

We know, however, that some of 
the routes approved for this Federal 
Secondary System are not the ones 
most urgently desired by the county 
officials. In cases where routes now 
approved or recommended for the 
Federal Secondary System are not the 
ones most urgently in need of im¬ 
provement nor the ones whose im¬ 
provement will render the greatest 
service to the county and the State, 
we pledge our full cooperation in 
having such selections reviewed and 
revised. In this plan for revision, we 
have the promised backing of the 
State and District Offices of the Bu¬ 
reau of Public Roads. 

This system of secondary roads may 
be increased gradually as the first in¬ 
crement in each county is improved, 
and as Federal Secondary roads on 
the State Maintained System are 
transferred to the Federal Primary 
System, so that eventually the Sec¬ 
ondary System will embrace 10,000 
miles. 


The present State Maintained Sys¬ 
tem of 9,000 miles will constitute the 
State Primary System. The maximum 
limit of this mileage will be fixed at 
10,000 miles and addition to the sys¬ 
tem will be extremely slow. To sup¬ 
port the Primary State System, there 
will be applied all 4c gas tax income 
plus Federal Aid Urban and Regular 
funds. Roads developed by F.S.I.C. 
bond issues will be a part of the Sec¬ 
ondary System and maintained from 
Seventh Cent funds. 

Second: The Department will al¬ 
locate Federal Aid Secondary funds 
to the improvement of secondary 
roads not on the State Maintained 
System, and will distribute these 
funds among the 67 counties on a 
fixed formula basis so that each coun¬ 
ty will be assured of its equitable 
share of such funds. 

The formula we propose for the 
distribution of Federal Secondary 
funds was adopted after exhaustive 
experimentation with numbers of fac¬ 
tors in an effort to determine the most 
reasonable allocation to all counties. 
It embraces four factors, each having 
equal weight. One-fourth of the 
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funds will be divided according to 
area, one-fourth according to rural 
population (those residing outside of 
cities of 5,000 or more), one-fourth ac¬ 
cording to county road mileage (exist¬ 
ing according to our records on De¬ 
cember 31, 1948), and one-fourth 
equally among the counties. 

The factor of rural population will 
change after each census, such change 
to be made effective at the beginning 
of the year following that in which the 
census is taken. All other factors will 
remain constant. 

Third: The Department will al¬ 
locate to the Secondary Road De¬ 
velopment Program all 80% surplus 
gas tax funds which now accrue to 
the counties receiving such surplus. 
No surplus accrues to 14 counties, and 
15 of those enjoying surplus alloca¬ 
tions have pledged it to Improvement 
Commission Revenue Certificates, 
but 38 counties will have surplus 
funds to support the Secondary Road 
Improvement Program. 

Fourth: If agreeable to the coun¬ 
ties, the Department will take over 
for immediate maintenance out of the 
80% Seventh Cent funds all of the 


roads on the Secondary System. In¬ 
asmuch, however, as the counties 
have already adopted a maintenance 
budget for 1950, the counties might 
prefer to continue maintenance of this 
system during the next year. 

There are 13 counties whose income 
will not be sufficient to match their 
F.A.S. allocations if maintenance of 
their secondary roads is charged to 
the 80% Seventh Cent gas tax. Ten 
of the counties in this situation are 
those which have pledged their sur¬ 
plus funds to the retirement F.S.I.C. 
Revenue Certificates, while three 
have excessive old Road and Bridge 
debts and are receiving no surplus 
Second gas tax. Probably these 13 
counties would prefer to continue 
maintenance of the Secondary System 
so as to provide the maximum funds 
for matching Federal Secondary 
funds and thus get two dollars of 
highway construction for one dollar 
expended. 

In all cases it appears desirable that 
the Department take over the main¬ 
tenance of the secondary roads as 
soon as they have been paved so that 
this system will be uniformly main¬ 


tained and marked as a Secondary 
System. 

Fifth: The Department will adopt 
and establish design and construction 
standards which assure the greatest 
number of miles of paved roads for 
the least amount of money. In other 
words, the secondary roads will be 
built to the least expensive standards 
consistent with the service they are 
designed to afford, thus spreading 
out the money as far as it will go. To 
insure this, the Department is estab¬ 
lishing the position of Engineer in 
Charge of secondary roads. 

Sixth: Some 23 counties owe the 
Department for advances made for 
Right of Way purchases and so forth. 
It will be the policy of the Depart¬ 
ment to permit repayment of these 
advances at such a rate that each 
county will have sufficient funds to 
match the Federal Secondary funds. 

Seventh: Any county desiring to 
use its 80% Seventh Cent gas tax for 
acquisition of Right of Way on pri¬ 
mary roads, or for debt payment, will 
not lose its share of the Federal Sec¬ 
ondary funds. These funds will be 
reserved for the benefit of such coun- 
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ty, provided it appears that such funds 
will be matched and used during the 
period of this Administration—that is, 
before 1953. 

The Department hopes that the 
policies hereby proposed will be ac¬ 
ceptable by the counties. If the De¬ 
partment and the counties working 
together can make this plan a success, 
there is every reason to believe that 
succeeding Administrations will fol¬ 
low the plan. 

The Department has worked up 
financial and statistical schedules cov¬ 
ering secondary road data for the next 
three years for all the 67 counties. 
Information concerning each county 
will be sent to the Board of County 
Commissioners for such county. 

A Committee of the County Attor¬ 
neys Association in cooperation with 
the State Road Department has pre¬ 
pared the form of resolution to be 
used by the County Boards in de¬ 
signating the use of the Secondary 
funds. By statute the County Boards 
are authorized to designate the use 
of only the 80% Seventh Cent funds. 
The Road Department, however, is 


disposed to grant the County Boards 
this same authority as to 80% surplus 
gas tax and the Federal Secondary 
funds. It is requested, therefore, 
that the County Boards designate the 
suggested use of all of the estimated 
secondary funds. 

In the past two years, 14 counties 
have engaged in secondary road de¬ 
velopment programs financed by 
State Improvement Commission Rev¬ 
enue Certificates, pledging future 
surplus second gas tax. It is the De¬ 
partment’s hope that, except for ac¬ 
tual emergency cases, the counties 
will follow a plan of development out 
of current revenue. Objection to the 
funding program is that in addition 
to the interest and fiscal costs amount¬ 
ing to 35% of the amount borrowed, 
which drain the road building funds, 
this borrowing ties up all surplus for 
a period of ten or eleven years when 
the maximum amount is borrowed. 

The counties were previously in¬ 
fluenced to follow such a program be¬ 
cause the amount accruing to them 
annually was not sufficient to finance 
a substantial project. These condi¬ 


tions are now changed due to the ad¬ 
dition of the Seventh Cent gas tax 
funds, and to the policy of the present 
Road Department in allocating Fed¬ 
eral Secondary funds on a fixed basis. 

In addition to the money accruing 
to each county from the Secondary 
Roads Assistance Act, each county 
will have its pledged share of the 
Federal Secondary funds. Moreover, 
38 counties will have surplus 80% 
funds to supplement the financing of 
a development program from current 
funds. 

Annual Budget 

The Department is required to pre¬ 
pare and consider each January a 
budget to control its operations for 
the year, which budget must be 
adopted in February. 

This means that the County Com¬ 
missioners must prepare their resolu¬ 
tions to control use of the secondary 
funds for 1950 not later than the first 
week in January. 

The budget for the Secondary 
Road Development Program will be 
separate and distinct from the De- 
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partment’s regular budget covering 
the State Maintained System. 

The Department also urges that the 
County Boards adopt a tentative 
schedule for 1951 and 1952. Such 
schedules would, of course, be sub¬ 
ject to review and revision in Janu¬ 
ary each year before the adoption of 
our final budget. 

Estimated Secondary Road income 
by counties for the year 1950 is shown 
in table on page 


DIGEST OF RECENT OPINIONS 
OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


December 19—The Attorney General advised 
Lawrence Rogers, Attorney for Board of County 
Commissioners, Osceola County, that there appears 
to he no way for Osceola County to legally pay a 
private contractor a bill totaling one thousand 
nine hundred sixty dollars for county road work, 
when the statute requiring publication of notices 
and the taking of bids had not been complied with 
prior to performance of the work. It was noted 
that a relief bill may be enacted by the legislature 
to authorize and direct the county to make the 

payment in question. 049-602. 

December 20—Attorney General Richard W. 

Ervin advised R. A. Gray, Secretary of State, that 
during the 1949 session of the legislature there 
were certain amendments adopted concerning the 
election laws which should be noted in a publica¬ 
tion proposed by the Secretary of State. 049-597. 

0 0 « o 

December 20—Thomas D. Bailey, Superintend¬ 

ent, Department of Education, received an opinion 
from the Attorney General holding that a county 
Board of Public Instruction, after a motion duly 
carried and recorded on its minutes, may legally 
put into effect a proposal to deed property owned 
by the Board of Public Instruction to the State 
Improvement Commission in exchange for property 
to be deeded to said Board of Public Instruction by 
the county commissioners of the county. It was 
noted that the law on which the opinion was based 
contemplates that adequate consideration shall be 
received for the school property disposed of. An 
abuse of discretion on the part of the Board in 
willfully accepting inadequate consideration for the 
property to be exchanged could be enjoined by 
appropriate court action. 049-608. 

0000 

December 21—Thomas D. Bailey, Superintend¬ 
ent, Department of Education, received an opinion 
from the Attorney General holding that school 
boards, although not legally required to do so, 
should as a matter of policy voluntarily attemi:>t 
to either apportion their meetings as evenly as 
possible throughout the year or to voluntarily pro¬ 
rate the amount of compensation they are to re¬ 
ceive by limiting the amount each member shall 
requisition each month for his compensation re¬ 
gardless of the number of meetings held during 
the month. 049-604. 

0000 

December 21—In an opinion to R. A. Gray, 
Secretary of State, the Attorney General held that 
under a 1947 Act providing for Law Library 
Boards in counties having a population not exceed¬ 
ing two hundred fifty thousand inhabitants and 
which provides for five-year terms for such direc¬ 
tors would offend the constitution, but that a 
mentioned person may receive an appointment to 
succeed himself as member of such Law Library 
Board for a term of four years instead of the five 
years specifically provided by the Act. 049-605. 


ESTIMATED REVENUES AVAILABLE FOR SECONDARY ROAD PROGRAM FOR 1950 
Surplus 2nd Gas Tax (80%) 


County 

Balance 

Income 

7th Cent (80%) 

FAS Funds 

Total Income 

Alachua $ 


$ R&B 

$ 116,100 

$ 70,400 

$ 186,500 

Baker 

6.100 

57,680 

28,400 

40,400 

132,580 

Bay 

24,200 

99,840 

110,600 

61,500 

296,140 

Bradford 


25,760 

35,100 

35,400 

96,260 

Brevard 


103,680 

84,700 

71,600 

259,980 

Broward 


(96,160)FSIC 

116,400 

64,500 

180,900 

Calhoun 


(53,280)FSIC 

28,800 

39,900 

68,700 

Charlotte 


R&B 

56,800 

35,700 

92,500 

Citrus 

6,600 

29,280 

43,600 

38,200 

117,680 

Clay 

46,000 

59,200 

46,100 

40,100 

191,400 

Collier 

183,900 

192,160 

103,500 

53,900 

533,460 

Columbia 


(86,880)FSIC 

58,400 

55,400 

113,800 

Dade 

189,000 

451,520 

392,400 

153,600 

1,186,520 

DeSoto 


24,960 

43,900 

36,600 

105,460 

Dixie 


(67,600)FSIC 

34,600 

35,100 

69,700 

Duval 


465,040 

358,200 

110,400 

933,640 

Escambia 


(252,320)L.P. 

163,000 

100,300 

263,300 

Flagler 


(50,720)FSIC 

28,300 

30,800 

59,100 

Franklin 

13,800 

74,800 

39,400 

35,900 

163,900 

Gadsden 

4,000 

104,720 

53,800 

52,500 

215,020 

Gilchrist 


(33,440)FSIC 

18,900 

32,500 

51,400 

Glades 

86,700 

713,60 

37,800 

32,500 

228,360 

Gulf 


(56,000)FSIC 

30,300 

33,400 

63,700 

Hamilton 

3,000 

59,840 

29,700 

43,300 

135,840 

Hardee 


R&B 

49,400 

46,700 

96,100 

Hendry 

28,200 

78,640 

52,100 

38,900 

197,840 

Hernando 


R&B 

36,600 

37,200 

73,800 

Highlands 


(94,720)FSIC 

70,200 

56,600 

126,800 

Hillsborough 


R&B 

277,200 

150,300 

427,500 

Holmes 

20,200 

58,000 

35,200 

50,500 

163,900 

Indian River 

30,000 

40,240 

42,900 

38,900 

152,040 

Jackson 


117,600 

65,600 

90,300 

273,500 

Jefferson 

6,000 

77,760 

43,900 

44,000 

171,660 

Lafayette 

109,400 

54,800 

28,700 

35,200 

228,100 

Lake 


45,200 

164,500 

64,700 

274,400 

Lee 


(80,000)FSIC 

87,400 

46,000 

133,400 

Leon 


(61,280)FSIC 

79,100 

60,800 

139,900 

Levy 


60,960 

86,500 

54,500 

201,960 

Liberty 

4,900 

63,600 

33,400 

36,200 

138,100 

Madison 


(62,080)FSIC 

49,400 

56,900 

106,300 

Manatee 


49,760 

97,700 

56.600 

204,060 

Marion 


R&B 

147,400 

93,900 

241,300 

Martin 


R&B 

52,300 

35,400 

87,700 

Monroe 


(193,440)L.P. 

132,500 

51,800 

184,300 

Nassau 

32,600 

46,720 

41,700 

43,700 

164,720 

Okaloosa 

8,400 

72,880 

62,300 

58,500 

202,080 

Okeechobee 

158,900 

43,520 

51,100 

32,000 

285,520 

Orange 


R&B 

166,800 

76,700 

243,500 

Osceola 


103,680 

97,300 

59,800 

260,780 

Palm Beach 


(387,200)FSIC 

270,200 

118,600 

388,800 

Pasco 


R&B 

83,900 

60,500 

144,400 

Pinellas 


R&B 

219,400 

56,700 

276,100 

Polk 


43,600 

230,100 

132,400 

406,100 

Putnam 


R&B 

68,200 

53,500 

121,700 

St. Johns 


R&B 

83,700 

44,400 

128,100 

St. Lucie 

29.300 

56,240 

45,800 

34,600 

165,940 

Santa Rosa 


111,120 

62,000 

71,100 

244,220 

Sarasota 


R&B 

80,100 

34,700 

114,800 

Seminole 


27,760 

58,100 

43,300 

129,160 

Sumter 

10,300 

45,920 

63.600 

40,800 

160,620 

Suwannee 


(65,200)FSIC 

52,400 

64.500 

116,900 

Taylor 


118,160 

60,000 

48,200 

226,360 

Union 


22,080 

27,400 

30,600 

80,080 

Volusia 


160,160 

177,100 

90,600 

427,860 

Wakulla 


(42,640)FSIC 

28,400 

38,900 

67,300 

Walton 

6,600 

67,200 

69.500 

66,500 

209,800 

Washington 


62,800 

31,900 

52,100 

146,800 

TOTAL $ 

1,008,100 

$ 3,448,240 

$ 5,821,800 

$ 3,802,000 

$14,080,140 
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Transactions of Meetings of Florida State Road Department 

MEETING HELD AT TALLAHASSEE, DECEMBER 19-20, 1949 


Pursuant to agreement, on the date set by 
the Chairman, the Members of the State 
Road Department of Florida met in Talla¬ 
hassee on the 19th day of December, A. D. 
1949, for the Fourth Quarterly Meeting for 
the year 1949. Members present, in addition 
to Chairman A. A. McKethan, were J. Glover 
Taylor, Marion G. Nelson and Trusten P. 
Drake. Robert O. Ghiotto, Secretary, David 
V. Kerns, Resident Attorney, S. P. Turnbull, 
State Highway Engineer, W. A. Williams, 
General Auditor, and others of the Engineer¬ 
ing Staff were present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING 
AT FT. LAUDERDALE NOV. 14, 1949 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the minutes of the meeting held at 
Fort Lauderdale on November 14, 1949 were 
approved. 

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS AWARDED 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, the following resolution was adopted: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to due advertise¬ 
ment, the Department did on certain dates, 
as hereinafter indicated, receive bids for the 
construction of certain projects as herein¬ 
after listed; also for the furnishing of cer¬ 
tain materials and equipment as hereinafter 
listed; and 

WHEREAS, the firms hereinafter named 
were and are hereby declared to be the low¬ 
est responsible bidders therefor, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the action of the Chairman in award¬ 
ing the contracts hereinafter listed, be and 
the same is hereby approved, which said 
contracts are as follows, to wit: 

CONSTRUCTION 
Bids received November 15, 1949 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., 0801-901, 45, Her¬ 
nando, $9,263.26. 

Caddell — Jackson, 3575-103, 475-480, Madi¬ 
son, $290,682.46. 

Joe Reinertson, 8714-101, 7, Dade, $7,957.00. 

Belcher Oil Co., 9314-903 etc., 716 etc., Palm 
Beach and Collier, $27,507.95. 

A. F. Rich Co., 5518-115 and 5518-116, Leon, 
$13,372.34. 

J. W. Conner & Sons, 1807-901, 44, Sumter. 
$8,504.80. 

John A. Benton, 1612-101, F. M., Polk, $14,- 
216.78. 

Wainer Const Co., S-190(2), 6, Madison- 
Hamilton, $279,754.49. 

Powell Bros., Inc., 9006-902, 5, Monroe, 
$103,445.80. 

C. T. Felix, 1510-110, 699, Pinellas, $13,- 
518.70. 

Belcher Oil Co., 0701-905, 80, Hendry, $24,- 
185.06. 

F. G. Fletcher & Son, 1628-104, 542, Polk, 
$33,047.02. 

Broward Asphalt Corp., 8610-105 and 8714- 
108, 7, Broward-Dade, $113,974.14. 

Jas. H. Craggs Construction Co., 2618-108, 
Alachua, $8,498.83. 

Asphalt Paving Co., 9310-109, 25, Palm 
Beach, $165,913.45. 

Belcher Oil Co., 9203-104, 500, Osceola, $97,- 
977.09. 

Belcher Oil Co., 9102-108, 15, Okeechobee, 
$15,527.25. 

L. M. White, 3207-101, 143, Hamilton, $77,- 
808.52. 

Jas. H. Craggs Const. Co., F-028-l(l), 20, 
Lafayette-Taylor, $409,956.56. 

Jaxon Const. Co., 2801-901 etc., 200 etc., 
Bradford etc., $34,512.25. 


Espy Paving & Const. Co., S-195(2), 11, 
Flagler, $325,193.56. 

Caddell — Jackson, S-259(l), 19, Lake- 
Marion, $99,459.00. 

W. L. Cobb Const. Co., F-019-3(5), 25, Polk, 
$545,078.82. 

John A. Benton, S-162(2), 15, Martin, $189,- 
642.41. 

MATERIALS 
Bids received November 9 

Florida Concrete Co., jobs 5205-107, 5307- 
104, 0808-101 and 0210-101, concrete pipe, $3,- 
619.08. 

Mexican Petroleurri Corp., job 2907-901, cut¬ 
back asphalt, $3,402.38. 

Texas Company, job 2907-901, cutback as¬ 
phalt, $3,402.38. 

Bids received November 23 

Raybro Elec. Supplies Inc., jobs 7010-905, 
7010-906 and 9006-901, bridge elec, equip., 
$11,082.94. 

Reliance Steel Prod. Co., jobs 0101-901, 
1008-902, 8703-903 and 8901-905, steel bridge 
flooring, $50,579.89. 

Bushnell Steel Co., 0101-901, 1008-902, 8703- 
903 and 8901-905, steel bridge flooring, $4,- 
313.92. 

Dravo Corp., 0101-901, 1008-902, 8703-903 and 
8901-905, steel bridge flooring, $7,984.00. 

Raybro Elec. Supplies, Inc., jobs 1013 and 
8706, SR 600-A1A, submarine cable, $2,883.49. 
Bi<ls received December 7 

Sherman Concrete Pipe Co., job 9400-102, 
concrete pipe, $1,739.76. 

Florida Concrete Pipe Co., job 9400-102, 
concrete pipe, $1,681.64. 

Armco Drg. & Metal Prods., job 9400-102, 
corr. metal pipe, $1,659.27. 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, supplemental agreement with Ray 
Construction Company on State Road 99, 
job 4821-102, Escambia County, decreasing 
amount of the contract by $425.00, was ap¬ 
proved. 

COUNTIES REQUESTED TO ACQUIRE 
RIGHT OF WAY 

On motions and seconds as indicated be¬ 
low, routine resolutions requesting the sev¬ 
eral counties to obtain necessary right of 
way were adopted covering the following 
sections of road: 

Calhoun, SR 71, Sec. 4702, from S. limits 
of Altha N’ly along Main St. to Chipola St. 
in Altha. Nelson-Drake. 

Lee, SR 80, Sec. 1202, from 1st St. in Ft. 
Myers to Olga. Nelson-Drake. 


Jackson, SR 75, Sec. 5305, Campbellton 
Overpass and approaches. Nelson-Drake. 

Monroe, SR 939, Sec. 9000, from Old SR-4-A 
NW’ly along Sugarloaf Key to SR 5 at 
Perky. Taylor-Drake. 

Nassau, SR 2, Sec. 7409, from Ga. State 
line near St. George through Kent, Crawford 
and Ratliff to SR 15. Taylor-Drake. 

Palm Beach, SR 702, Sec. 9375, from point 
cn SR 7 E’ly to SR 809 at Military City. 
Taylor-Drake. 

Pasco, SR 52, Sec. 1412, from E boundary 
of San Antonio E’ly, NE’ly and N’ly to SR 
41 in Dade City. Drake-Nelson. 

Taylor, SR 30, Sec. 3809, from Jeff. Co. 
line E’ly to Blue Spg. thence SE’ly to 
Hampton Spgs. Taylor-Drake. 

I. I. BOARD REQUESTS FOR 
RELINQUISHMENT OF R/W 
RESERVATIONS 

Several requests from the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund for relinquish¬ 
ment of right of way reservations in Murphy 
Act Deeds were presented to the Board 
for consideration, along with recommenda¬ 
tions from the Engineers of the Division 
in which the respective lands were located. 
Mr. Fleming Seay, Division Engineer of 
Right of Way, made the statement to the 
Board that he believed that more careful 
study should be given to these right of way 
reservations, in order that hasty relinquish¬ 
ment of land that might later be needed 
for right of way be avoided. 

It was agreed that a committee be given 
the duty of making careful study of such 
requests, looking toward the adoption of a 
definite policy covering releases, and Chair¬ 
man McKethan appointed Board Member 
Taylor, Right of Way Engineer Seay and 
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the Attorney for the Department to serve as 
such Committee. 

REPORT FROM INFORMATION SERVICE 

Miss Shirley Rodgers, Director of Infor¬ 
mation Service, gave the Board a report 
c.f their activities since opening the Infor¬ 
mation House. She stated 985 cars had 
stopped and most all had been very friendly 
and commended them on the service they 
were rendering. She recommended the plac¬ 
ing of a sign on the north end of the St. 
Mary’s River Bridge to call attention of 
visitors to the Information House, for many 
people were getting by the House before 
realizing that such a place existed. Mr. 
Kratzert was authorized to erect proper 
signs calling attention to the Information 
House. He stated the Georgia authorities 
had allowed the Department to erect a sign 
about one-quarter of a mile in Georgia. 

REPAIRS TO BAKER COUNTY BRIDGES 

The Board gave consideration to the re¬ 
quest from Baker County for advance of 
funds for repair of certain county bridges, 
filed at a previous meeting, and referred 
to Division Engineer for investigation and 
recommendation. The Engineering report 
gave an estimate of the cost of materials 
for repair of these bridges at $12,000, which 
the County’s resolution had asked be charged 
r. gainst the County’s Surplus 80 per cent Gas 
Tax Fund. Chairman McKethan explained 
that this advance could not be made from 
the Second Gas Tax money, which by law 
cannot be used for maintenance, but could 
be charged against the 20 per cent of the 
Seventh Gas Tax to accrue to the credit of 
Baker County. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the Board authorized the Chair¬ 
man to arrange for advance of $12,000 to 
Baker County for repair of county bridges, 
the Department to be repaid out of the 
County’s 20 per cent of the Seventh Gas Tax, 
provided this is acceptable to the Board of 
County Commissioners. 
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SPEED ZONE ON U. S. 17 AT 
INFORMATION HOUSE 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department that a limited speed zone be 
designated on U. S. Highway 17 south of 
the Georgia-Florida State line for the dis¬ 
tance lying adjacent to the State Road De¬ 
partment wayside park and Information 
House, and that the proper signs be erected 
indicating a maximum speed of 35 miles per 
hour through this area. 

R/W SECS. 9(101 AND 9006, MONROE 
COUNTY—RELEASE DENIED 

The Board received the requests of Mr. 
W. A. Perry and of Mr. Ev. Fowler, both 
of which were for the release of right of 
way adjacent to the Overseas Highway. The 
Board reviewed the Division Engineer’s rec¬ 
ommendations that no release of such right 
of way be made at the present time, and 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that request of Mr. 
YV. A. Perry for release of right of way in 
Section 9004, and request of Mr. Ev. Fowler 
for release of right of way on Section 9006, 
both in Monroe County, be denied. 

DISCLAIMER TO OUTFALL DITCH 
EASEMENT, PROJ. 675, SR 600 
POLK COUNTY 

The Board received a request from Polk 
County for a disclaimer of the outfall ditch 
easement obtained by and at the expense of 
Polk County for Project 675, Section 1601-106, 
State Road 600, Polk County. 

On motion of Mr. Drake and seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road De¬ 
partment of Florida, that the Chairman and 
the Secretary be and they are hereby author¬ 
ized to execute a disclaimer of the outfall 
ditch easement obtained on April 11, 1945, 
from W. H. Scott and his wife, Nannie L. 
Scott, covering land described as Lot 2 and 
Lot 3 of Webster and Omohundro Subdi¬ 
vision, Plat Book 3-B, Page 81, Public Rec¬ 
ords of Polk County, Florida. 


DISCLAIMER OF DITCH EASEMENT, 
SEC. 1018, SR 600, HILLSBOROUGH 
COUNTY 

The Board received request for a dis¬ 
claimer of an unused ditch easement ac¬ 
quired by and at the expense of Hillsborough 
County for the construction of Section 1018, 
State Road 600, Hillsborough County. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the Chairman 
and Secretary be and they are hereby author¬ 
ized to execute a disclaimer of the ditch 
easement across the South 15 feet of Lot 
18 of Block 6, and Lots 20, 21 and 22 of 
Block 7 of Southland Addition, according 
to map thereof in Plat Book 10, Page 43, 
Public Records of Hillsborough County. 

BORROW PIT NO. 1 FOR JOB 268, SR 5, 
DUVAL COUNTY 

The Board received a request for the con¬ 
veyance to Duval County of the Depart¬ 
ment’s interest in Borrow Pit No. 1 and 
Drain Therefor, for Section 7207, Job 208, 
State Road 5, Duval County. It having 
been made to appear to the Board that fur¬ 
ther use of said borrow pit and drain for 
construction of this project will not be neces¬ 
sary, on motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department, that the Chairman and Secre¬ 
tary be and they are hereby authorized to 
execute conveyance of property acquired for 
use as borrow pit Number 1 and drain 
therefor for Section 7207, Job 208, State 
Road 5, Duval County, to Duval County for 
disposition by it. 

DISCLAIMER OF DITCH EASEMENT 

FOR PROJECT DA-NI 12, SECTION 
4602, SR 30 ALT., BAY COUNTY 

The Board received a request for disclaimer 
of a ditch easement adjacent to McKenzie 
Avenue in Panama City. It having been 
made to appear that further use of the 
easement has been made unnecessary by 
reason of the construction of further drain¬ 
age facilities by the City of Panama City, 
on motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by Mr. 
Drake, the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the Chairman 
and Secretary be authorized to execute and 
deliver a disclaimer of the easement for a 
ditch opposite Station 348-56.76, Project DA- 
NI 12, Section 4602, State Road 30 Alternate, 
Bay County, Florida. 

PLAQUE FOR WAYSIDE PARK EAST OF 
LEESBURG 

The Board again considered the request 
of the Leesburg Lions Club for permission 
to erect a sign indicating the honor given 
to the Club in allowing it to sponsor the 
said park. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by 
Mr. Nelson, the following resolution was 
adopted: 


BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida that the Lions Club 
of Leesburg be and it is hereby granted 
permission to erect a small sign at the 
Wayside Park east of Leesburg indicating 
the Club’s sponsorship of said park. 

SPECIAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

The Board gave consideration to requests 
for permission to install two traffic control 
signals on U. S. Highway No. 1 in Holly¬ 
wood and for a speed restriction zone 
through the town of Shalimar, on State 
Road 85 in Walton County, and reviewed 
the report of the traffic investigation and 
the Engineer's recommendation for each 
case. 

On motion of Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
Mr. Taylor, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department cf Florida, that in each of the 
following instances where request has been 
received for special regulation of traffic, 
the recommendation of the Traffic Engineer 
be and it is hereby approved, as set out 
below: 

City of Hollywood: 1. Intersection of U. S. 
1 and Harding Street. SRD to paint pedes¬ 
trian cross walk on U. S. 1 just north of 
Harding, as per attached diagram. City of 
Hollywood to install special fixed time traf¬ 
fic signal according to permit issued. 

2. Intersection of U. S. 1 and Shenandoah 
Street. SRD to paint pedestrian cross walk 
on U. S. 1 just south of Shenandoah, as per 
attached diagram. City of Hollywood to 
install special fixed time traffic signal ac¬ 
cording to permit issued. 


City of Shalimar, on SR 85, 2 mi. north 
of Ft. Walton. SRD to erect reflectorized 
35 MPH signs on SR 85 at city limits facing 
incoming traffic. 

REVISION OF LEASE TO ST. PETERS¬ 
BURG FOR W SUN STATION 

The Board received a request from the 
City of St. Petersburg for a revision of the 
lease of land on which the City operates 
Radio Station WSUN, such revision to in- 
c.ude additional land to the original lease, 
made necessary for the station’s operation. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by 
Mr. Drake, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the State Road 
Department of Florida, that the Chairman 
and the Secretary be and they are hereby 
authorized to execute and deliver a revision 
of the lease entered into by the Department 
and the City of St. Petersburg on October 
1, 1947, for the purpose of adding additional 
land to the leased premises for the uses 
and purposes described in the lease agree¬ 
ment. 

MAINTENANCE OF PART OF ROAD 50 

On motion of Mr. Drake, seconded by Mr. 
Nelson, the Board voted to place State Road 
50 from Weekiwachee Spring to the Gulf 
under maintenance, effective immediately. 

DELEGATIONS AND REQUESTS 
Alachua County 

The delegation from Alachua County com¬ 
prised the following: Representative W. E. 
Whitlock, Dean Walter J. Matherly, Chair¬ 
man of the Chamber of Commerce Road 
Committee, George Fletcher, Chairman of 
the County Road Board, J. M. Gailbraith, 
County Commissioner, Earl Powers, Presi¬ 
dent of the Chamber of Commerce, Warner 
Wiseman, Wm. N. Long, Wm. B. Watson, 
Jr., and DeWitt Hague. 

Dean Matherly explained that the several 
committees on Roads in the County pre¬ 
sented a united front, as they added their 
support to the requests to be here presented 
by Mr. Watson. 

Mr. Watson spoke in behalf of farm to 
market roads in the County. He named the 
following two projects: (1) The Monteocha 
Road and (2) the road from Alachua to 
Newberry. He stated they had received from 
the Department all of the deeds for the 
right of way on these two roads, and he 
would like to promise that if the Depart- 
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ment would go ahead and advertise for the 
letting of these roads, the County would 
have all of the right of way secured by the 
time the projects reach contract stage. Mr. 
Whitlock assured the Board that the County 
would secure the necessary right of way on 
the two roads requested. 

Chairman McKethan advised the delega¬ 
tion of the procedure necessary under the 
now setup for Secondary Roads, and that 
it would be required that the County Com¬ 
missioners pass a new resolution setting up 
their requests for the 1950 budget. 

Duval County 
City of Jacksonville 

Messrs. Ernest S. Haselden, Highway Com¬ 
missioner from Jacksonville, and W. E. 
Sheddan, formerly City Engineer and now 
Engineering Consultant of the City, appeared 
before the Board as representatives of the 
City of Jacksonville. Mr. Haselden thanked 
the Department on behalf of the City for 
what is being done for Jacksonville, and 
he also expressed his thanks to Board Mem¬ 
ber Taylor. He introduced Mr. Sheddan 
and told the Board that Mr. Sheddan had 
served the City as Engineer since 1909, but 
now that it was felt his burdens should be 
lightened, the City Commission had named 
him as Engineering Consultant, to cooperate 
with the State Road Department at all 
times. Mr. Sheddan expressed the hope that 
he could be helpful to the Department’s 
engineers and other personnel, and asked 
the Department to call on him for anything 
he could do. 

Chairman McKethan expressed his ap¬ 
preciation for the fine cooperation from 
Jacksonville and Duval County, particularly 
essential to the successful handling of a 
project of this size. 

Sarasota-Bradenton Area 

A delegation from the Sarasota-Bradenton 
area presented a plat showing a proposed 
route through the City of Sarasota which 
they recommended that the Department use 
in relieving traffic congestion on the inter¬ 
city route between Bradenton and Sarasota. 
C hairman McKethan advised the delegation 
that the Department was not abandoning 
the Tamaimi Trail but was working on an 
emergency relief route which would cost as 
little money as possible, but would give 
immediate relief to the traffic flow between 
these cities. The Tamiami Trail, he stated, 
could not be rebuilt under the present ter¬ 
ribly heavy traffic. He also made the state¬ 
ment that the Department planned to rebuild 
the Tamiami Trail in the future, but at pres¬ 
ent it would give them an emergency relief 
road. 

Wakulla County 

Representative George Nesmith appeared 


in behalf of Wakulla County. He said he 
believed his county was going to be well 
provided for. He spoke of their special in¬ 
terest in the road from Perry to Wakulla 
County and said it would relieve traffic con¬ 
ditions. 

TENTATIVE BUDGET MEETINGS 

Following discussion, the Board agreed to 
adopt a plan for holding its annual tenta¬ 
tive budget meeting as proposed by the 
Chairman; i. e., for the Board to meet in 
extended session, from day to day, beginning 
on or about Tuesday, January 10, in Talla¬ 
hassee, for consideration of the tentative 
budget for 1950, taking it up by Divisions, 
and providing for each county to be heard 
at an assigned time, so its individual prob¬ 
lems may be worked out. 

MEETING RECESSED UNTIE 
SECOND DAY 

Pursuant to recess on Monday, the State 
Road Department convened on Tuesday, De¬ 
cember 20, at ten o’clock A. M. in Chamber 
of the House of Representatives at the State 
Capitol, where bids were to be received at 
ten-thirty on the construction of advertised 
projects. 

TELEGRAM FROM BOARD MEMBER 
BARBER 

The following telegram was received from 
Board Member Merrill P. Barber, of the 
Fourth District, addressed to Mr. Nelson 
and read to the Board: 

“Regret that due to the unexpected death 
of the Honorable Charles A. Mitchell, one 
of my closest friends, I find it impossible 
to attend the Board meeting with you gen¬ 
tlemen according to my original plans. In 
view of the fact that this is probably the 
last Board meeting that we will have this 


year, I suggest and recommend that we re¬ 
elect our mutual and respected colleague 
and friend, Alfred A. McKethan as our 
Chairman for this coming year and I would 
appreciate your casting my vote accordingly. 
With personal regards to you, Alfred, Glover 
and Trusten. Merrill P. Barber, Member 
State Road Board.” 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Mr. Nelson stated that it was customary 
at this time for the Board to elect a Chair¬ 
man for the following year, and he moved 
that Alfred A. McKethan, Member from the 
First District, be elected to serve as Chair¬ 
man for the year 1950. This motion was 
seconded by Mr. Drake, and by unanimous 
vote Mr. McKethan was reelected Chairman 
for another year. Mr. McKethan expressed 
his appreciation of this vote of confidence 
and pledged his very best to give everyone 
a square deal, and the people of Florida a 
dollar’s worth of road for every dollar spent. 

ENDORSEMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
McKETHAN BY ROAD BUILDERS 
Mr. A. Deermont, President of the Florida 
Road Builders’ Association, being present 
with the contractors at the bid opening and 
at this part of the meeting, arose and ad¬ 
dressed those present. He said he did not 
know of any other Chairman of the Road 
Department who had tried harder to give the 
people of the State a good job and to ac¬ 
quaint the public with the plans and doings 
of the Road Department. He said that 
Chairman McKethan had done a good job 
and a needed one. 

READING OF BIDS AND ADJOURNMENT 
The hour of ten-thirty having arrived, 
the opening and reading of bids took place 
and the meeting was adjourned. 
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Alison Lumber Company ._.—..22 
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Carr Creosoting Co., M. J. 

Cliardkoff and Company 


Deaton Truck Line . 15 

Drainage Machinery & Supply Co. .25 
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Murphy & Mills Corp. . -38 

Marion Hotel ..—39 

Miami Crushed Stone Co. . 36 

Orlando Transit Company . -16 

Orlando Citrus Growers Association .40 

Oolite Rock Company .-.40 

Ocala Lumber Sales Co., Inc.26 
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Phillips & Company, I. W.—27 
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Rich Company, A. F.20 

Rainbow Springs . 35 

St. Johns Box Company .24 
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San Juan Hotel .24 
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Taylor Parts & Supply Co. . . — .30 

Thomas Lumber Co.. B. T. .22 

Thomas Jefferson Hotel .... ..32 
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WrodFtock Slag Corp. 23 

Wohl & Sons, Louis . 24 
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At its annual business meeting, held 
in Tallahassee December 20th, the 
Florida Road Builders’ Association 
elected Mr. John R. Phillips, presi¬ 
dent of the Macasphalt Corporation 
of Lakeland, as its new president. Mr. 
Phillips had served during 1949 as 
vice president of the organization. 
Mr. J. H. (Ham) Dowling, of the J. H. 
Dowling & Company, Tallahassee, 
was re-elected secretary-treasurer. 

The board of directors of FRBA 
are named by the president, as are 
also the district chairmen. President 
Phillips is expected to announce his 
appointments about January 15. 

Ralph M. McLane Appointed 
Assistant Attorney General 

Attorney General Richard W. Ervin 
announced today the appointment of 
Ralph M. McLane, Pensacola Attor¬ 
ney, as Assistant Attorney General, ef¬ 
fective December 1, 1949. McLane 
age 42, was educated in the public 
schools of Pensacola, where he has 
resided since infancy, and is a gradu¬ 
ate of Washington and Lee University 
Law School, class of 1929. He was 
admitted to the Florida Bar in March, 
1930, and following that, was Assist¬ 
ant County Solicitor of Escambia 
County, Florida, for approximately 
two years. He resigned this position 
to enter the private practice of law 
and was continuously so engaged un¬ 
til April, 1942, when he was called to 
active duty as Lieutenant (jg) USN, 
Intelligence Branch. He returned to 
inactive duty in September, 1946, with 
the rank of Lieutenant Commander 
US NR. Since that time, Mr. McLane 
has practiced law in Pensacola and 
had the distinction of having been 
President of the Society of the Bar 
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DIGEST OF RECENT OPINIONS 
OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

December 23—Max Denton, Director, Division 
of Outdoor Advertising, State Road Department, 
was advised by the Attorney General that upon 
consideration of a former opinion dated August 22, 
1949, (049-401) relating to disabled veterans 

exemptions in connection with payment of license 
to engage in the business of outdoor advertising, 
the opinion is subject to correction and a review 
of the applicable law leads to the conclusion that, 
(1) a veteran is entitled to an exemption to the 
extent of fifty dollars on each license required 
(state, county and municipal) and in the event 
either of such licenses exceeds fifty dollars, the 
remainder in excess of fifty dollars shall be paid 
by the veterans; (2) the exemption applies to only 
one place of business or profession, hence, to the 
licenses for such a business or profession in one 
county. The conclusions seem to be in harmony 
with that part of the statutes reading “and such 
license shall not be issued in any county other 
than the county wherein said veteran is a bona 
fide resident citizen elector, unless such veteran 
applying therefor shall produce to the tax collecting 
authority in such county a certificate of the tax 
collector of his home county to the effect that no 
exemption from license has been granted to such 
veteran in his home county.” 049-606. 

0000 

December 27—The Attorney General advised 
Easter L. Gates, Supervisor of Registration, Broward 
County, that there is no other means by which a 
foreign bom person may evidence to a supervisor 
of registration that he is a naturalized citizen of 
this country other than according to the specific 
provisions in the constitution and the statutes, 
which includes the producing of a certificate of 
naturalization or a duly certified copy thereof. 
049-607. 

0 0 0 0 

December 27—R. A. Gray, Secretary, State Board 
of Conservation, was advised by the Attorney 
General that under the terms of the statute which 
empowers the Board of Conservation by rule or 
regulation to suspend for such a period of time 
as is necessary the application of a statute govern¬ 
ing the taking of salt water fish if it determines 
that such suspension is necessary in order to 
protect the distribution, abundance, economic value 
and breeding habits of salt water fish, the Board 
would be acting within its power by rule to sus¬ 
pend the operation of an act which prohibits the 
use of artificial light in taking fish from the salt 
waters of Hernando County, upon determination 
that such taking of salt water fish in Hernando 
County would tend to promote the conservation 
of salt water fish and salt water products. 049-611. 


of the First Judicial Circuit during the 
year 1941. He was also a member of 
the 1941 Florida Legislature as Repre¬ 
sentative of Escambia County. At 
present he is a Trustee of the Escam¬ 
bia General Hospital; member Board 
of Directors of Greater Pensacola 
Community Chest, and Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, West Florida Division Children’s 
Flome Society of Florida. Mrs. Mc¬ 
Lane is the former Miss Ruth Pearce, 
of Birmingham, Alabama, and they 
have a three-year-old daughter, Mari¬ 
anne. His hobbies are fishing and 
caring for the lawn and flower garden 
of their home. 
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We # re sitting on top of the world's finest equipment and 
rarin' to go. If it's concrete pipe, we have it . . . from 6 inches 
to 156 inches. We will welcome your inquiries and problems 
concerning concrete pipe for drainage, culverts, storm sewer 
or ditch elimination. 


All pipe manufactured in full compliance with ASTM speci¬ 
fications. Both reinforced and non-reinforced available. 


Florida Concrete Pipe Company utilizes only the finest mate¬ 
rials and the most skilled concrete craftsmen. During manu¬ 
facturing process, concrete is tamped and compacted at 680 
strokes per minute to attain maximum strength and density. 
For durability and economy buy Florida Concrete Pipe. 


John Harris Curtis Kreig 

SALES MANAGER SALES REPRESENTATIVE 


THE FLORIDA CONCRETE PIPE COMPANY 

200 Henry Street Phone 1190 Ocala, Florida 
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Postmaster: If you have a new local change of 
address, please deliver and advise 
publisher on Form 22-S. If un¬ 
deliverable return publication with 
Form 3579 affixed. 


INTERNATIONAL 

DIESEL CRAWLERS Cam you Cxtra Profit* 






International Diesel Crawler Trac¬ 
tors will give you superior perform¬ 
ance and matchless operating 
economy that will pay dividends on 
every job they perform. 

For your jobs in 1950, ask us about 
International's new TD-24, TD- 
18A and TD-14A Models with in¬ 
creased horsepower to do more 
work. 


We have everything you need in 
Construction , Industrial and Logging Equipment 
Contractors Supplies , Parts and Service 





